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LIKE ONE OF THE FAMILY 

HI MARGE! I have had me one hectic day. . . . Well, I had 
to take out my crystal ball and give Mrs. C . . . a thorough 
reading. She's the woman that I took over from Naomi after 
Naomi got married. . . . Well, she's a pretty nice woman as 
they go and I have never had too much trouble with her, 
but from time to time she really gripes me with her ways. 

When she has company, for example, she'll holler out to 
me from the living room to the kitchen: "Mildred dear! Be 
sure and eat both of those lamb chops for your lunch!" Now 
you know she wasn't doing a thing but tryin' to prove to 
the company how "good" and "kind" she was to the serv- 
ant, because she had told me already to eat those chops. 

Today she had a girl friend of hers over to lunch and I 
was real busy afterwards clearing the things away and she 
called me over and introduced me to the woman. . . . Oh no, 
Marge! I didn't object to that at all. I greeted the lady and then 
went back to my work. . . . And then it started! I could hear 
her talkin' just as loud . . . and she says to her friend, "We 
just love her! She's like one of the family and she just adores 
our little Carol! W e  don't know what we'd do without her! 
W e  don't think of her as a servant!" And on and on she 
went . . . and every time I came in to move a plate off the 
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both of them would grin a t  me like chessy cats. 
ter I couldn't stand it any more, I went in and took the 
r off the table and gave 'em both a look that would 
frizzled a egg. . . . Well, YOU might have heard a pin 

drop and then they started talkin' about something else. 
When the guest leaves, I go in the living room and says, 

",\In. C . . . , I want to have a talk with you." 
"By a11 means," she says. 
I drew up a chair and read her thusly: "Mrs. C . . . , you are 

a pretty nice person to work for, but I wish you would please 
stop talkin' about me like I was a cocker spaniel or a poll 
parrot or a kitten. . . . Now you just sit there and hear me 

"In the first place, you do not love me; you may be fond 
of me, but that is all. . . . In the second place, I am not just 
like one of the family at all!, The family eats in the d i g  room 
and I eat in the kitchen: Fouour"&ama borrows your lace table- 
cloth for her company and your son entertains his friends in 
your parlor, your daughter takes her afternoon nap on the 
living room couch and the puppy sleeps on your satin spread 
. . . and whenever your husband gets tired of something you 
are talkin' about he says, 'Oh, for Pete's sake, forget it. . . .' 
So you can see I am not just like one of the family; _ 

"Now for another thing, I do not just adore your little Carol. 
I think she is a likable child, but she is also fresh and s a l i  I 
know you call it 'uninhibited' and that is the way you w a i t  
your child to be, but luckily my mother taught me some in- 
hibitions or else I would smack little Carol once in a while 
when she's talkin' to you like you're a dog, but as it is I just 
laugh it off the way you do because she is your child and I am 
not like one of the family. 

"Now when you say, 'We don't know what we'd do with- 
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out her' this is a polite lie . . . because I know that if I dropped 
dead or had a stroke, you would get somebody to replace me. 

"You think it is a compliment when you say, 'We don't 
think of her as a servant. . . .' but after I have worked myself 
into a sweat cleaning the bathroom and the kitchen . . . 
malting the beds . . . cooking the lunch . . . washing the 
dishes and ironing Carol's pinafores . . . I do not feel like 
no weekend house guest. I feel like a servant, and in the 
face of that I have been meaning to ask you for a slight 
raise which will make me feel much better toward everyone 
here and make me know my work is appreciated. 

"Now I hope you will stop talkin' about me in my presence 
and that we will get along like a good employer and employee 
should." 

Marge! She was almost speechless but she apologized and 
said she'd talk to her husband about the raise. . . . I knew 
things were progressing because this evening Carol came in 
the kitchen and she did not say, "I want some bread and 
jam!" but she did say, "Please, Mildred, will you fix me a slice 
of bread and jam." 

I'm going upstairs, Marge. Just look . . . you done messed 
up that buttonhole! 
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can and some of all kind of folk. . . . This City is far from 
perfect, but it gets you to the place where you just want to try 
and make it perfect. Oh sure, I don't mind June comin' to 
visit, but I'm gonna try and make her see my home the way 
I see it! 

. . . Hold on, Marge! No, I wouldn't go that far. . . . I ain't 
sayin' that everything here is better than any place else and 
neither will I take any cracks at the South! Because home is 
where the heart is and everybody knows their own home the 
best. 

All I'm sayin' is I wish people would stop tellin' us "I could 
never live here!' 

ALL ABOUT M Y  JOB 

MARGE, I sure am glad that you are my friend. . . . No, I 
do not want to borrow anything or ask any favors and I wish 
you'd stop beid suspicious everytime somebody pays you a 
compliment. It's a sure sign of a dis t~stful  nature. 

I'm glad that you are my friend because everybody needs 
a friend but I guess I need one more than most people. . . . 
Well, in the fitst place I'm colored and in the second place I 
do housework for a livin' and so you can see that I don't need 
a third place because the fitst two ought to be enough reason 
for anybody to need a friend. 

You are not only a good friend but you are also a con- 
venient friend and fill the bill in every other way. . . . Well, 

. we are both thirty-two years old; both live in the same build- 
ing; we each have a three room apamnent for which we pay 
too devilish much, but at the same time we got better sense 
than to try and live together. And there are other things, too. 
W e  both come from the South and we also do the same kinda 
work: h o w e w o ~ k .  

Of course, you have been married, and I have not yet taken 
the vows, but I guess that's the only difference unless you 
want to count the fact that you are heavier than I am and wear 
a size eighteen while I wear a sixteen. . . . Marge, you know 
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thing you know we were all laughin1 and talkin' 'bout every- 
thing in general and nothin' in particular. I mean all of us 
was chattin' except Miss Timid. 

1 
IVhen the folks drifted away, Miss Timid turns to me and 

i says, "I do housework too but I don't always feel like tellin'. 
! 

People look down on you so." 
Well, I can tell you that I moved on in after that remark 

and straightened her out! . . . Now, wait a minute, Marge! I 
know people do make nasty cracks about houseworkers. Sure, 

I they will say things like "pot-slingers" or "the Thursday- 
night-off" crowd, but nobody gets away with that stuff around 

i me, and I will sound off in a second about how I feel about my 
! 

work. 
i 
I hlarge, people who do this kinda work got a lot of different 
I ideas about their jobs, I mean some folks are ashamed of it 

1 and some are proud of it, but I don't feel either way. You see, 
on accounta many reasons I find that I got to do it and while I 
don't think that housework is the grandest job I ever hope to 
get, it makes me nzad for any fools to come lookin' down their 
nose at me! 

If I had a child, I would want that child to do some-hing 
that paid better and had some opportunity to it, but on the 
other hand it would distress me no end to see that chi12 get 
some arrogant attitude toward me because I do domestic work. 
Domestic workers have done a awful lot of good things in 
this country besides clean up peoples' houses. We've taken 
care of our brothers and fathers and husbands when the fac- 
tory gates and office desks and pretty neat everything else 
was closed to them; we've helped many a neighbor, doin' 
everything from helpiu' to clothe their children to buryin' 
the dead. 

. . . Yes, mam, and I'll help you to tell it! W e  built that 
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church that the bazaar was held in! And it's a rare thing for 
anybody to find a colored family in this land that can't trace 
a domestic worker somewhere in their history. . . . How 'bout 
that, girl! . . . Yes, there's many a doctor, many a lawyer, many 
a teacher, many a minister that got where they are 'cause some- 
body worked in the kitchen to put 'em there, and there's also 
a lot of 'em that worked in kitchens themselves in order to 
climb up a little higher! 

Of course, a lot of people think it's smart not to talk about 
slavery anymore, but after freedom came, it was domestics 
that kept us from perishin' by the wayside. . . . Who you 
tellin'? I know it was our dollars and pennies that built many 
a school! . . . 

Yes, I know I said I wasn't particular proud about bein' a 
domestic worker, but I guess I am. What I really meant to 
say was that I had plans to be somethin' else, but time and 
trouble stopped me from doin' it. So I told this little Miss 
Meek, "Dear, throw back your shoulders and pop your fingers 
at the world because the way I see it there's nobody with com- 
mon sense that can look down on the domestic worker!" 
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WE NEED A UNION TOO 

MARGE, WHO LIKES housework? . . . I guess there's a few 
people who do, but when a family starts makin' money what 
is the first thing that happens? . . . You are right! They wil] 
get themselves a maid to do the housework. I've never heard 
of no rich folk who just want to go on doin' it our of pure 
love and affection! Oh, they might mix up a cake once in a 
while or straighten a doily, but for the most part they're get- 
tin' a kick out of doin' that simply 'cause they don't have to 
do it. Honey, I mean to tell you that we got a job that almost 
nobody wants! 

That is why we need a union! Why shouldn't we have set 
hours and set pay just Uke busdrivers and other folks, why 
shouldn't we have vacation pay and things like that? . . . Well, 
I guess it would be awful hard to get houseworkers together 
on account of them all worlun' off separate-like in different 
homes, but it would sure be a big help and also keep you out 
of a lot of nasty arguments! 

For example, I'd walk in to work and the woman would 
say to me, "Mildred, you will wax the floors with paste wax, 
please." Then I say, "No, that is very heavy work and is against 
the union regulations." She will say, "If you don't do it, I will 
have to get me somebody else!" Then I say, "The somebody 

,,Ise will be union, too, so they will not be able to do it, 
"oh," she will say, "if it's too heavy for you and too heavy 
for the somebody else then it must be also too heavy for me! 
~~w will I get my floors done?" "Easy," I say, "the union 

send a man over to do things like paste wax, window 
washin', scrubbin' walls, takin' down venetian blinds and all  
such." 

She will pat her foot then and say, "Well! That will cost me 
.-,ua!" . . . "Exactly," I will say, "'cause it is extra wear and 
tear on a man's energy, and wear and tear on energy costs 
money!" 

. . . Oh, Marge, you would have to put a problem in the 
thing! All right, suppose she says, "Never mind, I don't want 
you or anybody else from that union, I will search around 
and find me somebody who does not belong to it!" Well, then 
the union calls out all the folks who work in that buildin', and 
we'll march up and down in front of that apartment house 
carryin' signs which will read, "Miss So-and-so of Apamnent 
5B is unfair to organized houseworkers!" . . . The other 
folks in the buildin' will not like it, and they will also be 
annoyed 'cause their maids are out there wallin' instead of 
upstairs doin' the work. Can't you see all the neighbors bangin' 
on Apamnent gB! 


