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Indiana Jones is a hero to both guys and gals. 
Read on to meet a few of New York's real-life 
adventurers.

NYC's real-life Indiana Joneses have jobs
anyone could dig
BY GINA SALAMONE

Monday, May 19th 2008, 10:53 AM

Indiana Jones covets a crystal skull in 
his latest adventure, but it's the 
attractive archeologist himself whom 
many fans desire. 

Rugged good looks and a 
courageous character will have men 
and women alike lining up when 
"Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of 
the Crystal Skull" opens on Thursday.

Actor Harrison Ford returns as 
Indiana, a daring professor who 
seems to spend more time away on 
quests than he does in the 
classroom. 

"It just fits into every single fantasy 
we've ever had growing up as little 
girls," says psychologist Cooper 
Lawrence. "You love reading all the 
stories of the princess getting 
rescued by the hero, and who's more 
of a hero than Indiana Jones?" 

Indy always somehow succeeds at 
saving a lost relic from the enemy, 
and gets the girl in the process. It's 
no wonder he's also idolized by guys.

"What makes Indiana Jones enviable is that as kids, we couldn't fly like Superman or
bust crimes like Batman, but we could search for hidden treasure," says Men's 
Health editor in chief David Zinczenko. "So the adventurous life that he represents is 
one that could one day be within our grasp." 

Indy also appeals to those of us looking for a little more excitement in our lives. 

"Every one of us from time to time feels weighed down by the daily grind of our jobs 
and family responsibilities and we long to bust out and find adventure," says 
Zinczenko. "There's also a part of us that wants to feel like we're learning new things 
and doing good. And Indiana always seems to be doing that." 

Some guys don't have to fantasize about being Indy. Local adventure-seeking studs 
have traveled the world, excavated in extreme conditions and uncovered artifacts. 
Here are New York's real Dr. Joneses.
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QUESTIONS FOR ... NYC 
ARCHEOLOGISTS

Thomas Plummer 

AGE: 46 

JOB: Anthropology professor at 
Queens College 

LIVES: Westchester 

WHY ARCHEOLOGY? "I was always
interested in prehistoric things and 
ancient history," Plummer says. "I 
never really outgrew the dinosaur 
phase as a kid. I liked thinking about 
the past and lost worlds, and I 
wanted to explore it." His focus: He's 
a paleoanthropologist. "So I do a 
combination of paleontology, which is
studying fossils, and archeology, 
which is looking at the material 
remains that people or prehuman 
creatures that are related to us left 
behind." 

WHERE HE DIGS He's been working
at a site called Kanjera South in the Homa Peninsula of Kenya. Two million years 
old, it's one of the world's oldest archeological sites. "Pretty much anything you find 
is going to tell you something new, just because there's so little known about that 
time period," Plummer explains. "But it's a critical time period. It's probably got the 
oldest evidence for hunting." 

WHAT HE'S FOUND THERE Stone tools. "They use rocks that hold an edge well for
cutting, that stay sharp and that are easy to flake," says Plummer. "So even before 
there was language going on, they're appreciating things in their environments and 
treating objects differently based on their physical properties." 

COOLEST CREATURES HE'S UNCOVERED Giant baboons, hippos and pigs. He 
also comes across enormous tusks. "Sometimes you think they're elephant tusks 
and it turns out they're giant pig tusks or saber tooth cats," says Plummer. 

MOST DANGEROUS CONDITIONS "There's a high disease load where I am. I've 
had malaria. It's flu-like but with really, really bad, uncontrollable shaking, and it lasts 
for days. I got some heavy-duty drugs from the pharmacy and that wiped it out. For 
people who don't have access to the drugs, it could kill them." 

Click to continue ...

Discuss this Article
1 comments so far. Add your comment below!. [Discussion Guidelines]

To post comments, REGISTER  or LOG IN

Stopitalreadydos May 19, 2008 9:09:18 AM Report Offensive Post 
Extremely slow news day.

Click Here to see all comments or to Report Abuse
ADS BY YAHOO!

Currie Motors Chevrolet
Looking For A New sports cars Chevrolet Equinox Call Us Today at 
866-989-0707.
(CurrieChevy.uptracs.com)

 Email Print Discuss

 Digg  Del.icio.us  Newsvine

 Reddit  Furl

Most Read Most Discussed Most Emailed

Danyelle Freeman, a.k.a. 
Restaurant Girl, reviews the city's 
hottest new restaurants each 
week. Visit 
www.restaurantgirl.com

Find Tickets Broadway Concerts Sports

Go!

NYC's real-life Indys have jobs anyone could dig1.
Newser takes shot at being cheerleader for the 
Jets

2.

NYC's real life Indiana Jones (page 2)3.
Wii will get you fit if you're game4.
Jill Scott's lifting voice & more with new bra 
design

5.

Katie Holmes: Hair today, gone tomorrow6.
MTV's 'Real World' hotties may miss Brooklyn at
its best

7.

Montreal, it's to dine for8.
Mall of Asia is calling you9.
The Daily Grind: 11 questions for Indiana Jones' 
whip trainer

10.

RESTAURANT GIRL

Search by Artist or Event Get the best seats: 
Broadway Shows
Madison Square Garden
Radio City Music Hall

Newsletter Signup

Get the latest Updates. 

SIGN UP NOW

NEWS SPORTS GOSSIP ENTERTAINMENT NY LOCAL OPINIONS VIDEO BLOGS LIFESTYLE MONEY LATINO SERVICES

FOOD / DINING RESTAURANT GUIDE NIGHTLIFE GUIDE HOTEL GUIDE HEALTH TRAVEL WEDDINGS COLUMNISTS PHOTOS



NYC's real life Indiana Joneses (page 3) http://www.nydailynews.com/lifestyle/2008/05/19/2008-05-19_nycs_real...

1 of 2 5/19/2008 1:20 PM

HOME AUTOS REAL ESTATE JOBS CLASSIFIEDS IN PRINT TICKETS CONTESTS

LOGINREGISTER

 

Get the latest News, 
Sports and Gossip 
delivered to your home

Sign Up | Manage Account 

Marcus Watson

Matthew Sanger

NYC's real life Indiana Joneses (page 3)
Monday, May 19th 2008, 10:50 AM

Back to page 2

THE BROOKLYN UNDERGROUND

Marcus Watson

AGE: 30 

JOB: Teaches a summer archeology 
course at Brooklyn College to 
high-school and college students. In 
August, he's starting the Ph.D. 
program in archaeology at CUNY's 
Graduate Center 

LIVES: Brooklyn 

HIS FOCUS He teaches Brooklyn's 
history through archeology and has 
done digs at the Erasmus Hall
Educational Campus, where he 
teaches. "Erasmus has been there 
from 1787," Watson says. "We went 
over the history of Brooklyn and the 
history of Erasmus Hall and how long
it's been here, and then high school 
and college kids excavated around 
the original academy building." 

BEST BROOKLYN FIND "For me, 
the most significant find were slate 
pencils from the 18th century in the 
schoolyard of the building where I 
teach - Erasmus Hall - because it 
speaks of how what I help my 
students learn will far outlive me," 
says Watson. They also dug up a 
pre-1950s Chanel lipstick container. 

OTHER DIGS "I've been to Israel
with the Brooklyn College archeology 
program twice," Watson says. "Our 
excavation took place in Beit 
Shemesh, which is in the Jerusalem 
District. Our team excavated a 
structure which contained a basin- 
like feature, [whose] purpose is still 
unclear." 

 

SURF AND NATIVE AMERICAN 
TURF

Matthew Sanger

AGE: 31 

JOB: Assistant lab director at the American Museum of Natural History

LIVES: Washington Heights

HIS FOCUS Last week, Sanger returned home from a three-week dig on the Sea 
Islands off the coast of Georgia. "We're working on a Native American site that's 
about 5,000 years old," he says. "It's called a shell ring - a buildup of a whole bunch 
of shellfish remains, oyster and clamshells. It's pretty enormous. You could put two 
or three basketball courts inside of it. It was probably a ceremonial area that they 
would have been doing large-scale feasting in." 

MOST DANGEROUS DIG "We had a pretty eventful last couple of days in Georgia 
as a tornado hit the island the day before we left," Sanger says. "Thankfully, no one 
was hurt, but it did rip a path of downed trees and destruction through the island." 
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WHAT HE EXCAVATED THERE "We found a lot of arrowheads and some of the 
earliest ceramics in North America," Sanger says. "Also, food remains from fish and 
deer, and stone tools." 

OTHER DIGS Sand Canyon Pueblo, the site of an ancient Pueblo Indian village in 
southwestern Colorado that was occupied in the 1200s. "I was working in what's 
called a great kiva, which is a large circular ceremonial underground structure that's 
found all over the Southwest," says Sanger. "It was a place where people would 
gather, and there were probably a lot of dances going on inside of it. It was mostly a 
house where the men in the village would gather together and do their clan rituals." 
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MYSTERIES OF THE MAYA

Timothy Pugh

AGE: 43 

JOB: Anthropology professor at 
Queens College

LIVES: Queens

HIS FOCUS Pugh studies the ancient
Maya in Guatemala. "What I'm 
interested in is, what were the Maya 
doing right before the Spanish 
showed up and conquered the 
Americas?" he explains. "I want to 
know what their society was like, 
especially their religion. I go into 
temples and other buildings and try to 
reconstruct the behavior that 
happened there." 

HOW REAL ARE THE MOVIES? 
"The difference between what we do 
and what Indiana Jones does is 
basically excavate really carefully and 
record exactly where we find things - 
sort of like a detective going to a 
crime scene," Pugh says. 

COOLEST FIND "I found a circular 
altar about 10 years ago," Pugh says.
"It was carved with Maya writing. It 
describes the life of a king, a Maya 
ruler. We don't know exactly what 
they used them for." 

MOST DISTURBING DISCOVERY 
"A few years ago, we found a large 
pit full of dismembered people. Their 
bodies had been cut into pieces. 
There was no flesh left. It's just all 
bone, but we'd find an arm here, a 
leg there and the head somewhere 
else. There was evidence that it may 
have been sacrificial, but it was 
definitely some sort of a desecration 
rite." 

DANGEROUS CONDITIONS HE'S 
WORKED IN In the heat and around poisonous snakes. "When I first worked in 
Guatemala, there was a revolution going on down there," says Pugh. "Now it's 
actually more dangerous, because of the gangs that are popping up in Guatemala." 

IF HE COULD RECOVER ONE ITEM FROM HISTORY, IT WOULD BE "For me, the 
coolest thing to find would be an ancient Maya book," Pugh says. "When the Spanish
showed up, they burned all the books. Only three or four survived, and it would be 
really cool to find another one." 

 

VIKING ARTIFACTS FLOAT HIS BOAT

Konrad Smiarowski 

AGE: 28 

JOB: Ph.D. candidate in archeology at CUNY Graduate School

LIVES: Brooklyn
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EARLIEST ADVENTURES "Growing up in a small town in Poland, I was quite bored 
when I had to play inside," Smiarowski says. So he and his friends started exploring 
restricted areas like old buildings and World War II bunkers, which were plentiful in 
the forests near where he lived. "The bunkers were dark, deep, sometimes 
underground," says Smiarowski. "We deliberately looked for World War II leftover 
ammunition and artifacts, which we found, and it was lucky for us that no one got 
hurt." 

HIS FOCUS He's pursuing a Ph.D. in Norse Greenland studies. "In the Viking Age 
[early Middle Ages], the Scandinavian Vikings went pillaging to the west of their 
homelands," Smiarowski explains. "My studies are concentrated with 
zooarcheological material, mainly animal bones from the Norse sites in Greenland." 

EXCITING EXPEDITIONS "I have worked for several seasons in Iceland in quite 
remote places, but the most exciting expeditions were the ones to Greenland," 
Smiarowski says. "In this remote country, there are no roads between settlements, 
and there are only about 50,000 people in a country larger than Europe. The areas 
we want to investigate are often many miles away from any modern settlements. 
Getting to these places requires you to navigate in Zodiac boats through long, 
ice-filled narrow bays." 

EXTREME CONDITIONS "We have encountered dangerous weather, such as 
storms at sea, and severe cold, tent-sweeping winds, and floods caused by 
snowmelt in arctic spring," Smiarowski says. "There's also the possible presence of 
polar bears." 

BEST FIND A beautiful handle of a small tool, engraved with Viking art and made of 
walrus tooth. "According to my adviser, it is one of the coolest, if not the coolest 
artifact to ever come out of the Norse Greenland," Smiarowski says. 
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