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EARLIEST ADVENTURES "Growing up in a small town in Poland, I was quite bored 
when I had to play inside," Smiarowski says. So he and his friends started exploring 
restricted areas like old buildings and World War II bunkers, which were plentiful in 
the forests near where he lived. "The bunkers were dark, deep, sometimes 
underground," says Smiarowski. "We deliberately looked for World War II leftover 
ammunition and artifacts, which we found, and it was lucky for us that no one got 
hurt." 

HIS FOCUS He's pursuing a Ph.D. in Norse Greenland studies. "In the Viking Age 
[early Middle Ages], the Scandinavian Vikings went pillaging to the west of their 
homelands," Smiarowski explains. "My studies are concentrated with 
zooarcheological material, mainly animal bones from the Norse sites in Greenland." 

EXCITING EXPEDITIONS "I have worked for several seasons in Iceland in quite 
remote places, but the most exciting expeditions were the ones to Greenland," 
Smiarowski says. "In this remote country, there are no roads between settlements, 
and there are only about 50,000 people in a country larger than Europe. The areas 
we want to investigate are often many miles away from any modern settlements. 
Getting to these places requires you to navigate in Zodiac boats through long, 
ice-filled narrow bays." 

EXTREME CONDITIONS "We have encountered dangerous weather, such as 
storms at sea, and severe cold, tent-sweeping winds, and floods caused by 
snowmelt in arctic spring," Smiarowski says. "There's also the possible presence of 
polar bears." 

BEST FIND A beautiful handle of a small tool, engraved with Viking art and made of 
walrus tooth. "According to my adviser, it is one of the coolest, if not the coolest 
artifact to ever come out of the Norse Greenland," Smiarowski says. 
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Adventure Travel Vacations
Active hiking adventure tours to Grand Canyon, Yellowstone and beyond.
(www.adventurebus.com)

Atlantis Casino Resort Spa
Reno’s only concierge hotel tower. Book online for our lowest rates.
(www.atlantiscasino.com)

Pinehurst, NC Area Golf Packages
EXPERIENCE the Pinehurst, NC Area. It doesn't HAVE to be Expensive.
(www.golf-group.net)

Adventure Travel in Southern Utah
Zion National Park - St. George, Utah. A destination for outdoor Adventure 
Travel activities in southern Utah.
(www.utahstgeorge.com)
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