PHIL 3401: METAPHYSICS
(SPRING 2022)

Prof. Andrew W. Arlig

In person
Tuesday, 6:05-9:45 PM

DESCRIPTION

If you ever wondered what things are really like, this is the course for you. We will “lift the veil”, “look under the hood”, and try to determine whether appearances conform with reality. We’ll wonder about things: How many of them are there? One, a few, an infinity? What kinds of things are there? Are there merely bodies? Do spiritual things exist? For that matter, do bodies exist? We’ll wonder about persons. Do they exist? What makes some person me? We’ll think about what must be the case, and we will ask whether anything could have been otherwise. We will also explore our social worlds and the things that seem to inhabit this space, and we will look for the basis of our systems of value. 

The readings will be drawn from both historical sources and contemporary “analytic” philosophy. A syllabus will be ready by the middle of January 2022. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact Prof. Arlig with any questions: aarlig@brooklyn.cuny.edu

