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Tamar Barzel is currently Assistant Research Scholar at New York University Division 
of Libraries. Her talk will concern the ensemble Atrás del Cosmos (Behind the Cosmos), 
which a Mexico-City based music critic described in 1977 as “the purest expression 
of our present moment.” A pioneering free improvisation collective, Atrás del Cosmos 
occupies a singular place 
in the history of music in 
Mexico. Using archival 
photographs and rare 
audio recordings, this 
presentation will trace the 
story of this remarkable 
ensemble, which emerged 
during a period of 
political and creative 
upheaval in twentieth-
century Mexico City.

Atrás del Cosmos, Mexico City, c. 1976. Image courtesy of Ana Ruiz.


