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The Ethyle R. Wolfe Institute for the Humanities,  in cooperation with the Journalism Program of the 
Department of English,  and the Department of Television and Radio, 

presents a panel discussion moderated by Paul Moses

 A Frederic Ewen Lecture in Civil Liberties

Thursday, October 16, 2008
2:15 to 3:30 p.m. 

Bedford Lounge, Brooklyn College Student Center
Campus Road and East 27th Street

Fighting for the First Amendment
Today’s Challenges for Journalists

VANGUARD’s first editorial on February 28, 1936 carried the headline “We Take Our Stand” and stated: 
“We shall be faithful to the student body by publishing a newspaper which is representative of their inter-
ests…We shall necessarily ally ourselves with those youth organizations which are progressive in their 
principles, for Brooklyn College students have shown that they realize the necessity of working for the 
establishment of peace, the maintenance of academic and civil freedom and adequate educational facilities 
for all.”

Mitchel R. Levitas (1951),  for-
mer editor in chief of  Vanguard, 
was the founding editorial direc-
tor of the Book Development at 
the New York Times after hav-
ing served as the editor of the 
Op-Ed page, the Book Review, 
Magazine, and Week in Review        
section.  Levitas  has also worked 
as a news writer for the Voice of 
America and as a reporter for the 
New York Post, where he was 
awarded a George Polk Memorial 
Award.  Levitas is also a former 
Nieman Fellow at Harvard and 
the author of the book, America 
in Crisis.

Myron Kandel (1952), former 
sports editor of Vanguard, was 
founder and president of the New 
Hampshire-based Initiative for 
Corporate Responsibility and In-
vestor Protection, was the found-
ing financial editor and economic 
commentator of CNN and helped 
pioneer the coverage of busi-
ness news on network television.      
Kandel previously had a distin-
guished career in print journal-
ism and has been president of five 
journalism organizations.  He was 
named one of the ten most influen-
tial business journalists of the 20th 
century by TJFR, a media industry 
publication, and received a lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2006.  

Herbert Dorfman (1951), 
former managing editor of Van-
guard, has worked as a writer, 
director, producer, executive 
producer, and on-camera jour-
nalist in various media outlets 
including NBC, CBS, ABC, and 
cable channels such as Bravo. An 
Alumnus of Brooklyn College, 
he returned to create the Broad-
cast Journalism Program in the 
TV/Radio Department and was 
later Director of the Television 
Production Center at the college.  
In recent years Dorfman has been 
involved in various internet retail 
projects.  

followed by a reception in the State Lounge

Paul Moses (1975), professor of English at Brooklyn College and 2007-08 Wolfe Fellow, is a veteran New 
York City journalist who specializes in writing about city government and religion.  In 1992, he shared a 
Pulitzer Prize for Spot News Reporting.  His book The Saint and the Sultan, about an encounter between 
Francis of Assisi and the sultan of Egypt during the Crusades, is to be published by Doubleday in 2009. 


