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What Gandhi Says

Finkelstein will speak on what Gandhi actually meant by nonviolent resistance, and the practical
application of his ideas in the world today.

Mantena will address how even in his own time, Gandhi’s politics were consistently met with a curious
mix of admiration and disavowal. His closest associates in the nationalist struggle expressed reticence for
various aspects of Gandhi’s ideology while clinging at the same time to what they took to be politically
useful – his personal authority and his tactics for resistance and mobilization. This paradox of
appropriation and disavowal was especially acute in relation to one of the central pillars of Gandhi’s
political imagination: the constructive program. She will talk about Gandhi’s investment in constructive
work and the faultlines it engendered within Congress politics.
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