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Is the U.S. Constitution a strong enough guardrail to protect the republic from a Donald Trump presidency? One aim 
of the framers in writing the U.S. Constitution was to create a government that could control itself from abuses of 
power that would infringe on the people’s individual liberty. Republican majority leader, Senator Mitch McConnell 
recently said, “[W]hat protects us in this country against big mistakes being made is the structure, the Constitution, the 
institutions, no matter how unusual a personality may be who gets elected to office.” Still, Trump critics on both the 
political left and right are alarmed by his statements about restrictions on a free press, and attacks on a member of the 
independent federal judiciary, not to mention his immigration proposals including mass deportation and a Muslim ban. 
Two political scientists assess the constitutional and political viability of Trump’s proposals. 

Professor Scott Lemieux received his B.A. and M.A. from McGill University and his Ph.D. from the 
University of Washington. He teaches political science at the College of St. Rose in Albany, NY. His research interests 
include public law, constitutional law, comparative law and institutions, and American politics. He has written or co-
written articles for Perspectives on Politics, Polity, Studies in Law, Politics and Society, Journal of Supreme Court 
History, the Maryland Law Review, and the American Journal of Comparative Law. He also contributes regularly to 
the Guardian, the American Prospect, The Week, and The New Republic. He co-founded and writes for Lawyers, Guns 
and Money, an award-winning (primarily) political blog.

Professor Anna Law is the Herbert Kurz Chair in Constitutional Rights at Brooklyn College. Her research 
investigates the interactions of law, legal institutions, and politics. She is the author of The Immigration Battle in 
American Courts, which looks at the role of the federal judiciary in U.S. immigration politics. She is a former Program 
Analyst at the bipartisan, blue-ribbon United States Commission on immigration reform and has shared her expertise 
with the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee, the Department of Homeland Security, and the National Science 
Foundation.
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