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In 1972, the Folger Shakespeare Library purchased three diaries of a late Elizabethan government official 
named Richard Stonley. Still unpublished, but available in digital form online, these diaries constitute a 
case study of how one man might record his life -- and exist in tension with the known facts of Stonley’s 
remarkable life. 

Alan Stewart is professor of English and comparative literature at Columbia University and 
International Director of the Centre for Editing Lives and Letters in London. His books include 
biographies of Francis Bacon, Philip Sidney, and James VI & I, and he is currently working on a study of 
early modern life-writing for Oxford University Press.


