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In the final phase of the period,
the later Middle Bronze Ilb, we
have somewhat more historical in-
formation, again from Egyptian
sources. The reign of the Fifteenth
Dynasty (the Delta Kingdom) over
most of Canaan is reflected in the
large number of objects (mainly
scarabs) bearing the names of kings
of that dynasty found in excavations
in southern Canaan. In addition to
scarabs of Fifteenth Dynasty kings,
the seals of high officials have been
discovered. Foremost among them is
the treasurer Hori, whose tenure
covered the early years of the dynasty
and whose name (“the Hurrian”)
indicates Syro-Canaanite extraction.
The end of the period is well docu-
mented, thanks to the discovery of
Egyptian texts relating the over-
throw of the Fifteenth Dynasty in
Egypt and its entrenchment in Ca-
naan. This permits the reconstruc-

tion of the events and hence the
interpretation of the intensification
of sewtlement in the south during the
seventeenth century.

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.
The culture created in the Land of
Israel during the third millennium
formed the basis for the establish-
ment of Bronze Age culture. This
foundation, however, was insuffi-
cient, and the inhabitants of the late
third millennium, under pressure of
ecological and other changes, had 1o
change their life-style and revert to
village or seminomadic modes. At
the start of the second milfennium
the urban culwre of Canaan was
refashioned, or rather restored,

mainly owing to the survival of
pockets of urban culture on the
Lebanese coast and in northern
Syria. The dominance of the culture
of greater Syria cannot be denied,
but it merged with Egyptian cultural
influences, which steadily increased
as the period drew to a close. The
fusion of the two directions of cul-
tural influence represents the classic

Canaanite culture as we know it in
the Late Bronze Age. The latter
period is but a direct continuation of
the Middle Bronze Age 11, with
Egyptian influence gaining dom-
inance.

Another important achievement
of Middle Bronze II culture was the
reincarnation of the Canaanite city-
state. This sociopolitical formation
would continue to exist, basically
unchanged, along the entire eastern
Mediterranean littoraf for the whole
of the Bronze Age, and in some
cases well into the Iron Age. The
increasing intervention of Canaan-
ites in the politics of a neighboring
land (Egypt) and the contribution of
this population to the creation of the
Fifteenth Dynasty represent, for the
first time, the exertion of political
influence by inhabitants of Canaan
over regions outside its geographical
borders. The population, an amal-
gam of northern immigrants with
indigenous elements, had the poten-
tial by the second part of the period
to spawn migrant groups that could
settle in a neighboring country and
even, for a short time, replace its

governing elite.

The strength and resilience of
Canaanite culture grew out of its
ability to fuse Syrian elements,
which in themselves contained many
Mesopotamian elements, with Egyp-
tian culture. The two systems of
writing present in Middle Bronze
Age Canaan—Akkadian writing
from northern Syria and Egyptian
script—are evidence for this pro-
cess. Only toward the end of the
period do Canaanite scribes succeed
in fashioning a local script, the pro-
to-Canaanite alphabet, the forerun-
ner of the Canaanite and Hebrew
alphabets. The broad foundations of
Canaanite culture in the Middle
Bronze Age made possible the con-
tinued growth and the manifold for-
eign relations of Canaan in the Late
Bronze Age.

The Late Bronze Age
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T
he general Sequence of events ;s

thoroughly documented for the Late

Bronze Age in Canaan, which cor.
responds to the New Kingdom in
Egypt (the Eighteenth, Nineteenth,
and early Twentieth Dynasties). Ni .
e"r.mn biblica] era, the First ._.»_.:. _no
um:.om excepted, is so brightly %.

E..E.:»R& by historical sources or

provides so firm 5 historical basis fo,

archacological investigation, "
The entire Late Bronze Age
stands in the sign of Egyptian su-
Premacy in Canaan, beginning with
Mr_a anw.mﬂ& of Egyptian controf,
ollowing the expulsion of the Hyk-
50s dynasty and the reunification of
mWw.m: under the Theban kings, and
ending with the gradual »znszwao:
of Egyptian rule, leading 1o the re-
treat of Egype from the region. For
four hundred--odd years, Canaan
as part of the Egyprian empire and
E.an_.‘ its direct administration But
notwithstanding its political w:.&
::_._SQ subordination, Canaan
maintained jts independence in the
realms of mareria| and spiritual
n:_n:.nm. reaching the zenith of Ca-
faanize creativity in the felds of
religion, :RBER. and art.

From the historica] aspect, the
events that terminated the Z...&&m
Bronze Age and inaugurared the
Late Bronze Age were the over-

a:.o% of the Hyksos dynasty and
reunification of Egypt under Ap-
Womﬁ the founder of the Eighteenth
ynasty, and the conquest of Ca-
naan. The overthrow of Hyksos rul
began whep Ahmose (1570-154¢ e
B.C.E.) conquered the Hyksos cay
ital at Avaris in the eastern Nile "
Dela in abour 1569 B.C.E., endin,
Hyksos rule in Egypt. Later, in um
unknown year, Ahmose marched
across the Sinaj peninsula and }3
siege to the city of Sharuhen monv.
.ar_‘»n years before finally congquer;
1t. Sharuhen, long identified with "
.Ho: el-Far'ah South, is presen}
ientified with Telf el-Ajjui, Ucﬂc-
ments contemporaneous with the
rule em. Ahmose describe 5 milita
campaign w Djahi (a broad Egy, ww\
tan term for Syria and Canaan) wﬁrn
n&m_:m of prisoners there, and ﬂmn
Sx_:m. of booty from Fenkhu (an
Egyptian term for the Lebanese
coast). These citations indicate mi);-
tary campaigns in Canaan or per-
haps even conquest of parts of the

) H:E? _.&:.:w the foundations of
n”.wwvgn empire in Asia and
marking ¢ ;
ook g the start of the [ e Bronze

Ahmose’s successors >:._n:roﬂnv

MQW,RIGNA B.C.E.) and Thutmose
(1524-1515 B.C.E.) extended the
scope of Egyptian interests beyond
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" the borders of Canazan by pursuing a

war with the kingdom of ?:m»::r
called Naharin by the m@ﬁ:m:wr
which had only recently established
itself in northern Syria. Thutmose

I even crossed the Euphrates and
erected a victory mﬁn*__m on the ovm.

ite shore. But the power of

w\mﬂwﬂ”i did not diminish. On Hrn.
contrary, the kingdom mx_u.u:m& in
the following years. The kingdom of
Mitanni was founded by the Hur-
rians, the hill people of the upper
Euphrates. By the end of &m third
millennium they had 85&;:&
small kingdoms in the region of the
Habur River, a tributary of the Eu-
phrates. From the seventeenth cen-

tury on, the Hurrian .E:m&o._dm
gained strength, invading Syria and
even Canaan, By the last quarter of
the sixteenth century a united Hur-
rian kingdom, Mitanni, had been o5
tablished in northern Mesopotamia.
To the fourteenth century, it was the
principal Near mmﬂm:w power op-
posing Egypt. Mitanni continued to
expand east, west, and south, reach-
ing its greatest extent under Sausta-
tar, in the early fifteenth cenrury.
Considerable portions of Canaan
previously occupied by Egypt, per-
haps even all of Onawu:. passed into
the hands of Mitanni.

This was the state of affairs when
Thutmose 1II (1504-1450 B.C.E.),

Map 7.1. Carmel passes and Megiddo battlefield
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the great Eighteenth Uv\:umAQ con-
queror, embarked on a series om.
campaigns that Rmﬂo—.wa and fortified
Egyptian domination in Canaan and
Syria. The first campaign took place
in his twenty-third year A:mN.
B.C.E.) and was aimed at H.rw paci-
fication of the rebellious cities of
Canaan, who were supported by
Mitanni. Thutmose I11 nozn_:ﬂmm
fifteen more campaigns, first against
Syria, then against the kingdom of
Mitanni itself. In his eighth cam-
paign (1472), Thutmose defeated
Mitanni, but the continued m.:_._.wm_n
of the Mitannian dependencies im-
peded firm Egyptian contro! over
Syria. In Canaan, however, the
Egyptian victory was complete.

The most decisive of Thutmose
III’s campaigns in Canaan was the
first, which culminated in Hrw battle
of Megiddo and is described in de-
tail in the annals inscribed by or-
der of the king on the walls of the
temple of Amun at Karnak. Hrwum
annals constitute a rare description
of ancient military strategy; they are
arranged in chronological order and
are assumed to be based on the
campaign diary written v.w the royal
scribes who participated in the nuar
paigns. The description of "r.n Bmwn
on Megiddo is the most detailed o

the Egyptian campaign reports. ,>=
abbreviated record of the campaign
was inscribed on stelae found at _
Armant in upper Egypt mJ&. at Jebe
Barkal in Nubia. The coalition of
rebellious cities in Om:»u.._ and Syr-
ia, headed by the Z:»:.:m:.m:m.:w
ported city of Qadesh, included _
towns, most of them in the .—mﬁd.w.
valley, the Accho valley, the :ﬁ“wm
ern Jordan valley, the mumrm?v»:aw
Damascus plateau, and the H.M -
Beqa’. These appear to have be "
the most active regions of omv“:m
tion. The names of all these t© ahw
as well as other sites on the _‘o:uR
the advancing Egyptian m-_.:v”m::u_w
inscribed on the walls of the

f

at Karnak.

The Egyprian army won a great
victory at the bartle of Megiddo, but
the Egyptian troops fel o looting
and did not pursue thejr advantage.
The leaders of the coalition escaped
w0 Megiddo and shur themselves
within its walls, forcing the Egyp-
tians to lay a seven-month siege
before surrendering; it is odd that
no fortifications of thar period have
been uncovered at the sie. The re-
bellious kings were taken captive,
along with much booty. Military
equipment figures highly in the
booty lists—924 chariots and 2041
horses, 200 coats of mail and 502
bows—and illustrates the power of
the coalition opposing Egypr.

After his decisive victory, Thut-
mose LI established an admin.
istrative system in Canaan that
endured until the end of the Late
Bronze Age. Direct authority over
the cities remained in the hands of
local rufers, but a few key towns
were appropriated for the needs
of the Egyptian administration.
Chief among them was Gaza, which
atrained the status of capita of the
Egyptian government in Canaan.
Other administeative centers in-
cluded Jaffa and Beth Shean,
Yeno'am in Transjordan, Kumidi in
the Lebanese Beqa’, and Ullaza and
Sumur on the Phoenician coast, The
administration was headed by an
Egyptian Bovernor, appointed by
the king; officials, aided by small
8arrisons, assisted in maintaining the
Peace and collecting taxes.

The death of Thutmose 111
ught about renewed unrest in the
areas of Egyptian domination in
Syria and Canaan, requiring his son
>59r9€ I (1450-1427 n.c.5.) to
onduct three military campaigps.
.:_m first (1450 B.C.E.) was directed
ainst the Jang of Takhshi (the
ww&nmr nmeOJ in Syria), which had
.?_“5& 10 Mitannian domination.
va M_mnonm S:ﬁmmmj (1446 B.CE)
_:.:wm 50 directed against the Syrian
oms of Qadesh, Qatna, and

bro

Ni, who were alljed with Mitanni,
The two campaigns appear to have
been only Soaa_‘mﬂlv‘ successful, as
their descriptions include booty lists
but no report of battles or victories,
The third campaign (1444 B.C.E.)
was limited to the Sharon plain and
the Jezree| valley and consisted
mainly of small-scale battles, which
Mmay represent the pacification of
local mutinies.

Despite Amenhotep II’s unim-
Pressive record in the battlefeld,
Egypt attained a balance of power
with Mitanni, owed, perhaps, 1o the
attrition of both sides by the ex-
tended conflict, Egypt and Mitanni
established cheir respective spheres
of influence. The border between
the two ran from the Qadesh area to
the Lebanese Beqa’, with Canaan
remaining under Egyptian control,
This border marked the limit of
Egyptian expansion untij che end of

the Late Bronze Age and even re-
ceived biblical sanction a5 the north-
ern border of the Promised Land
(Num. 34; Ezek. 47). The agree-
ment with Mitanni enabled Egypt to
secure its grip over Canaan, and the
successors of Amenhotep I1I—Thuyt-
mose IV and Amenhotep IlI—con-
ducted only limited forays into
Canaan.

Our knowledge of evens in Ca-
naan during the reign of Amenhotep
IV, better known as Akhenaten
(13641347 B.C.E.), is greatly en-
hanced by the discovery of the royal
archives at El-Amarna, the site of
Akhenaten’s capital. This heretic
king, who promoted the god Aten
to the supreme position in the
Egyptian pantheon, founded his
capital, called Akhetaten, on virgin
ground. In the seventh year of his
reign (1358 B.c.E.) the royal court
moved to the new capital, bringing
along a part of the royal archjves
that contained letcers from the reign

of Amenhotep I11. During the so-
journ of the king in Akhetaten more
letters were added 1o the archives.

The Late Bronze Age

Akheraten was abandoned in 1344
B.C.E., in the third year of the reign
of Akhenaten’s successor, Tutank-
hamen (1347_1338 B.C.E.). The EJ-
Amarna archives thys span 27 years,
known as the Fl-Amarna period,
The term in its broader sense in-
cludes the whole of the fourteenth
century, from the days of Amen-
hotep III to the end of the Eigh-
teenth Dynasty.
The El-Amarna period is well
documented by contemporary
Egyptian, Hittite, Ugaritic, and
Mesopatamian sources, The major
events in the Near Fastern expanse
may be summed up as the decline of
the power of Mitanni and the con-
comitant rise of the Hjrtice kingdom
as the major power in ¢he northern
fertile crescent. The Hittites were an
Indo-European nation who pene-
trated into eastern Anatolia ig the
firse part of the second millennjum
or perhaps as early as the late third
millennium. By the second half of
the seventeentch century B.c.k. the
Hittites had established 5 large king-
dom, the Old Hitrite Kingdom. Fol-
lowing a brief climax, Hittite power
and territorial dominjon waned. In
the mid fifteench century a second
period of military and territorial ex-
pansion began, climaxed by the cre-
ation of the Hictite Empire. Shy-
piluliumas I, the greatest of the Hit-
tite kings (1375-1335 B.C.E.) con-
ducted a series of campaigns against
Mitannj, ending with the conquest
of the capital Wassukanni. He con-
tinued south to Syria, gaining the
allegiance of the vassal kingdoms of
Mitanni. From then on, until the
end of the Late Bronze Age, the
Hittite Empire was Egypt’s rival for
dominion in Syrtia, a struggle punc-
tuated by campaigns by Nineteenth
Dynasty kings who wished to majn-
tain Egyptian interests in that
region,
During this era of dramatic
change in the north, Canaan re-
mained loyal to Egype. This and
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f Canaan’s internal
urteenth century
red from the

other aspects O
situation in mid fo
Canaan may be gathe
El-Amarna documents, My of

which are lerters sent from Ca-
naanite princes @ the Egyptian

court. They brightly {lluminate the

Canaanite condition at this time, 1ts

sertlement, its _uon_:»:o:. the rela-
cons berween the Canaanite cities
and between these cities and Egypt-
About 350 letters were dis-
covered in the El-Amatna archives.
They were written for the most part
in Akkadian, the international fan-
guage of the period. The letters
include missives sent by the kings
of Hati, Mitanai, Babylon, and
Cyprus (Alashiya), as well as copies
of the replies of the Egyptian king,
but the great majority were written
by local Canaanite princes. In someé
cases, an extended no:mmvo:%:nm
of a single culer is n_‘an?n&w we
know of 6 letters sent by *Abdu-
Heba of Jerusalem, 5 by Milkilu
of Gezer, and 4 by his successor
Yapahu. In all, 27 Canaanite cities
and 25 Canaanite princes are men-
tioned. Towns of the Syro-Lebanese
coast, the Lebanese Beqa’, the
Damascus plateats and the Bashan
appear as well. From these docu-
ments it emerges chat only 13 of the
(owns were city-states of any signifi-
cance. The rest were minor toWnS,
either directly culed by the larger
cities or otherwise subordinate t©
chem. Though all the city-states
were subject to the supreme author-
ity of the Fgyptian king, represented
by the governor residing at Gazas
they enjoyed autonomy in conduct-
ing their internal affairs. Relations
among the city-states were strained
and marked by repeated attempts 10
annex territories of neighboring

states. In their letterss the Canaanite

princes express their loyalty ©
Egypt in effusive terms and implore
the Pharaoh to send Egyptian mili-
tary units 10 assist in the defense
against their neighbors. The size of

the units requested is surprisingly
small; the prince of Jerusalem, for
example, requested fifty troops. The
fevters offer a vivid portrait of Prince
Labayu of Shechem, an ambitious
ruler who threatened the territorial
integrity of neighboring states in the
hills, the Sharon, the wrnvrnz—, and
the Jezreel valley. Following the im-
passioned pleas for assistance sent 1o
the Egyptian king, Labayu was ot
dered to present himself at court and
was assassinated by his enemies on
the way there.

The El-Amarna tablets also men-
tion a group termed *Apiru, or Hab-
iru, which existed on the periphery
of Canaanite society- The "Apirs
fack a clear ethnic identity. They
were a motley crowd of social out-
casts who coalesced, perhaps in sev-
eral small, unrelatpd groups- Ac-
cording to the mocﬂnnr the *Apiru
had no vmz:unn:"/ma&namuﬁ s0-
cial privileges, of property: They
played an important sole in the ri-

valries between the city-states,
transferring their allegiance from
one side to another, according tO
their own interests.

The small chink opened on the
social and political life of Canaan
was soon shut. From the end of the
El-Amarna age onward, our knowl-
edge is again only general.

The rise of the Nineteenth Dy-
nasty saw renewed Egyptian at-
tempts 10 stabilize its base in face of
the growing power of the Hittite
empire, which had conquered

northern and central Syria. Nine-
teenth Dynasty kings embarked on
military campaigns tO stabilize the
northern boundary of the Egyptian
empire. References to Canaan are
derived mainly from accounts of
military operations, from which it
may be inferred that social ferment
was on the rise particularly among
nomadic elements. The three great
kings of this dynasty, Seti I, Ram-
esses 11, and Merneptab, ted mili-
tary campaigns, some aimed at

putting down rebellions within

naan, others directed against the
Hiteite forces in Syria- Sen I (1291~ .

1279 B.C.E., dates in accord wi

chronological tables of Wente and
Van Siclen) erected two stelae at

Beth Shean; one reports the pa

tion of the nomadic groups, among
them the *Apiru of Mount Yarmuta
?._v:n»_ Yarmut, in the lower Ga-
lilee), who had attacked neighboring

settlements. {nformation regar

the two other campaigns of Seri Lis

fragmentary, but they appear
have been directed against the
of Syria and the Hittite forces

probably did not pass through the

heart of Canaan but along the

The Late Bronze Age

The struggle between Egypt and
Hatti ended in 1259 B.C.E. with th
so-called Silver Treaty, which est: ro
lished the spheres of influence emm .
each power and fixed their boundar;
along the line of Lebo Hamat in %M
rmr».:nmm Bega’. Normalization of
refations between Egypt and Hatt
followed and was maintained until
the collapse of the Hittite empire
It was during the reign of gn_.r
neptah (1212-1202 B.C.E.) that
mﬁﬁn entered a decline, which fed
to 1 to its withdrawal from Canaan sev-

Ca-
we igrati
re a migrating people, traveling

with their women, childrer, and
household effects. The memsnnm
had o contend with a military force
.w.-a with an uprooted population,
meM_m Harris Papyrus, dating from the
ys n.um Ramesses s successor,

describes the settling of the wﬂh
182‘3 in border fortresses, thus
marking the beginning of the Sea
Peoples’ settlement in Canaan.

The infiltration of the Sea
Hwawv?mllu:m particularly the Phi
listines, the best known of these "
groups—was to deeply influence th
turn of events in the Iron Age | e
Though the Egyptians 8=L=cnm t
mo=n3~ Canaan, or at Jeast parts M
it, for another fifty years or so ﬁm
were no longer able to ?né:marmav\
mnﬁ.ﬁam:a of the Israelites in the hill
regions or of the Philistines along

th the

cifica-

ding

M
ap 7.2. Late Bronze Age sites in Canaan

dities enty years later. Merneptah had to s 2
and 5 fend off not only the Libyans, the - *
M. waditional enemy of Egypt oh.d its > -
coast. western frontier, but also two new 280 a
y 2

We do not know what the con- clements, the Sea Peoples and I
crete results of Seti I's campaigas The invasions of the Sea P mawn_. b km o
were. His heir, Ramesses 11 (1279- which brought about the aoinwu_ _mr . 280)
1212 B.c.E.), whose b6-year reign the Hittite empire and the ki =% of ol nazome
was one of the longest in history, of the Syrian and Canaanite M.m oms
renewed the war against the Hit- well as the rise of the anm:«noﬁ.ﬂ a o o 200
tites. The campaign of 1275 was in Canaan, spelled the end of nﬂ_ es -
intended to be the decisive thrust in order that had reigned in the e old
the struggle between the Egyptians Mediterranean littoral throu Mmuam_‘n "
and Hittites, climaxing in the batle the second millennium B.¢ mm %_..,_n " .
of Qadesh on the Orontes. It is ascendancy of the great ,cr.‘ e g omind > o, .
most thoroughly documented in in- % an end, and in the Mm MJ came ) e :ﬁ“;:x N
scriptions and reliefs carved on the vacuum small narional mz:: ting - .
walls of temples throughout EgyP- imo being. Historically E_nam came .y
According to the Egyptiat SOUFCES; - ologically the early da ».u_‘nr»a.
che Hictite army consisted of 2500 Twentieth Dynasty in m\ s of the 200)
chariots and 37,000 foo soldiers, I the end of the Late Bro, gypt mark ol
" hile the Egypuian arays which 7 the beginning of the :oiwﬁm nd
no precise numbers ar€ given, O ¢ _ However, the mnnzsw ge. o
sisted of four divisions pamed aftef inmediate, The great c was not - ] \
the four ?‘m:n._v& Egypuian gods: " 3gainst the Sea Peoples ampaigner 1 o
Amun, Pre (Re), Pl and Stekd s 1 (118211 : - ne: Ram- "
(Seth). The detailed description’ e entieth Dynasty m.n m.m.v. of the L o
extol the Egyptian arm” and wiE et baudes, in his ffih ccw e two - vorsen st
ticularly the vnnmonu_ ?oﬂ.am a% L Years; mrn first was a mn»:w cighth ) semcHOe .
o e e R S e b P e o
Lrue picture emerges: the HIt™ _.m..._h_ 3 land bacle foughs ; the " N -
mounted 2 surprise attack @ b o, own place, The E BAt at an aonxeion \_rsi coses
the Egyptian divisions 1% : uw,q.s.y_oh these battfes nomwmc»: ver satoon 120
and only the rimely arrival B . boasts about the Ew:; the 100 LN
third division and an i€ 5¢ i n.__,wax E: this w»mamnmh_wm.mwﬂ of
unit ?\mﬁun& the it el na: quite the case. The 7o ofm  NuRza TEL smhs ad
Egyptians: Rames oyri uple nwa on the walls of r»:_m . ﬁ .
further campaign® to ¥ o Mediner Habuy, :.nu—n‘ T -rn:_iﬂa\,n —
HORO)|

naan, but details ar¢

s, s
bow that the Sea Peoples
200
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the coastal plain, and by the mid
cwelfth century, Egyptian presence
in Canaan ceased, giving ¥y 1€ new
forces and the new order of the Iron
>wn_‘=2 as the beginning and end of
the Late Bronze Age are fixed by )
historical events, SO 100 m,o.&n vari-
ous schemes for the mc_um._sm_o: of
the period rely on r.;n.v:nm._ events.
One common subdivision 15 into
three parts:

Late Bronze I (1550-1400 )
B.C.E.), the first part of the Eigh-
teenth Dynasty;

Late Bronze I1A Gaoolpuoo
B.C.E.), the El-Amarna vn:oP
the latter part of the Eighteenth
Dynasty;

Late Bronze 1B :uoolwoo
B.C.E.), the Nineteenth Dynasty.

This scheme suggests that the
two-hundred-year span from 1400
to 1200 B.C.E- 1§ fundamentally 2
single period with two subphases,
but such is not the case- Although
there is considerable cultural con-
tinuity between the fourteenth and
thirteenth centuries, many changes
are evident as well, 2 result of nru.
increasing involvement of m.mxvn in
Canaan in the face of the Hituite
threat from the north and internal
sources of unrest, such as the no-
madic tribes. The thirteenth centusy
is the most Egyptian in Canaanite
history; Egypt tightened her vo.E
on Canaan by establishing a senes of
administrative centers and mcn.:nmunm_
Egyptian exports t0 O.m.:umn in-
ereased, and Egyptianizing tenden-
cies spread in the focal culture. r.
has therefore been proposed to View
the century as an independent
vruwrm_.ﬂoﬁrnn scheme for mcg.z._w.._o_—
is that proposed by R. Amiran in
her Ancient Pottery of the Holy
Land. Her subdivision is based on
the precise date established for the
conquest of Avaris (1570 B.C.E.) and
the reigns of Amenhotep 11and 1V,

and the dates are the same cited in
the subdivision of the Mycenaean
pottery §roups.

Late Bronze L, 15701410
B.C.E.}

Late Bronze 1L, 1410-1340
B.C.E.; and

Late Bronze 1L, 1340-1200
8.C.E.

There appears to be a consensus
regarding the round figure of 1200
for the end of the Late Bronze Age.
However, new discoveries at La-
chish, Megiddo, @mﬁr Shean, un.m Tel
Sera’, including vﬂ.nnwmn_w &uﬁm in-
scriptions, and recent reappraisals of
terminal Late Bronze Age strata at
several sites (such as Megiddo u:.a
Beth Shean) indicate that the period
should in fact end fifty years lager, at
uwmnoxmawa; 1150 B.C.E. This
chapter, therefore, presents a sub-
division that takes account of all

those reservations, while retaining
the simplicity of the first scheme
proposed:

Late Bronze 1 {1550-1400
B.C.E.), the mwmrﬂmsar Dynasty;
Late Bronze II (1 aOOISOO.
B.C.E.), the El-Amarna period;
and

Late Bronze 111 (1300-1150
B.C.E.), the Nineteenth and early
Twentieth Dynasties.

The Settiement of Canaan in the
Late Bronze Age

The Late Bronze Age is often
thought of as a period of urban
efflorescence, though recent research
has shown this reputation to be
quite exaggerated. The urban image
has been based largely on the men-
tion of many sites in Egyptian texts
of the period. In the great topo~
graphical list of Thutmose T about
75 place names in Canaan and an-
other 40 in the Lebanese Beqa’, the
Damascus plateau, and the Bashan
are noted. The annals of Amenhotep

IP’s campaign mention 1210 14
names, the El-Amarna letters 28
names, and the Snowqumrmn»_ lists of
Seti 1 6 or 7 names of settlements in
Canaan. The texts, particularly the
El-Amarna letters, reveal that while
some of these sites were capitals of
city-states, most were of m.naonani
importance. All were m.cEnnﬂ to the
authority of the Egyptian crown,
but their internal affairs were man-
aged by local rulers, who n.vmnn
styled themselves kings. .E‘:m man-
ner of administration, with its ori-
gins in the Middle Bronze Age, was
reaffirmed by Thutmose Iil after the
barde of Megiddo and was main-
tained throughout the Late Bronze
Age.
1n the light of excavations and
surveys, it becomes apparent that
the urban system of Canaan under-
went a drastic change in the transi-
tion from the Middle to the Late
Bronze Age. Many sites were de-
stroyed, and most were not s00R
reinhabited. Those that were reset-
tled did not amain their original size
and influence. The causes of the
destruction of the Middle Bronze
sites have not been adequately clar
ified, but it is usually ascribed to the
Egyptian conguest of Canaan with
the ascent of the Eighteenth Dy-
pasty. Though Egyptian sousces
mention the siege of only one <ty
Sharuhen, it would appear ME:
Egypt pursued her EWMMM»M M oﬂuﬁ__m

d. The
tage northwar e

Egyptian army through ’
tryside would have _unﬁ., nnncam
panied by siege operations w:.%mm
conquests. Presumably the fugi e
from the defeated cities added 82
destruction in their search mEr:Ma
dwelling places. They w..o:E wo.
been responsible for raids of P "
vincial towns and small ozn_x:_mm
tements, with the mwwnﬁ._““ "
confining themselves 1@ the
along the main mocamm.
hardly a single sité &
destruction, including $

largest and most important sites in
the country: Tell el-Far'ah South,
Tell el-Ajjul, Tell Beit Mirsim,
Jericho, Shechem, Megiddo, Accho,
Hazor, and Dan. Such large-scale
destruction no doubt impoverished
the population of Canaan, so that
when reconstruction began it could
only be partial. Of the 54 excavated
sites existing at the end of the Mid-
dle Bronze Age, only 22 were re-
built during the Late Bronze I. This
casts some doubt on the list of 75
Canaanite cities compiled by Thut-
mose II1, and it could be that some
of the places were reference points
or ruins, rather than existing towns.

During the Late Bronze II the
number of sites doubled. Old sites
were reinhabited and new setde-
ments were established at previously
uninhabited spots. Concurrently,
however, several large sites that had
been occupied from the Middle
Bronze Age were now abandoned.
The new settlements were largely
clustered along the coast. Sites such
as Tell Abu Hawam, Tel Megadim,
and Tel Girit were no doubt small
ports servicing the greatly increased
import trade. The balance of total
settled area thus remained stable
throughout the Late Bronze Age. A
rough calculation of the total area of
the Late Bronze [ sites provides a
sum of about 184 hectares, and the
total settled area of the Late Bronze
Il amounts to about 204 hectares, a
difference of only 10 percent. So far,
only five sites with a Late Bronze
Age occupation of more than 5 hec-
tares have been identified (Tell Kei-
san, Tell Jerishe, Ashdod, Lachish,
and Hazor), but at Dor and Ash-
ro_cn. currently under excavation,
the strata of the period have yet to
be exposed. New discoveries of Late
”“cmzwm Age mm:_ni.m—.:m may also be
.Enm. All the remaining sites exca-

; are less than 5 hectares and
wnmmnzsn.:mmmcnn only a few dunams,
s om:m not only the small average

sites but also the correspon-

dingly small size of the population,
in which no significant growth may
be discerned as the period pro-
gresses. A similar situation may be
observed in the Late Bronze II1.
Though new sites were added to the
Canaanite settlement system, they
were small and their contribution to
the total inhabited area was insig-
nificant. The new sites were for the
most part Egyptian fortresses or res-
idences, built along the main routes
or in regions deemed vital for the
maintenance of Egyptian authority.
Such structures were sometimes
built at new sites such as Deir el-
Balah, but for the most part they are
found at long-inhabited sites such as
Tell el-Far’ah South, which had lain
in ruins since the great destruction
at the end of the Middle Bronze
Age, or Tell el-Ajjul, which was
destroyed early in the Late Bronze
I. These fortresses and residences
were of characteristic Egyptian type,
built in the Egyptian construction
technique, to serve Egyptian in-
terests. They should not, therefore,
be viewed as a significant addition to
the Canaanite urban system. Inten-
sive archaeological surveys in vari-
ous parts of the country round out
the observed pattern of a significant
decline in the number of sites.
Where some 270 Middle Bronze
sites were counted, only about 100
Late Bronze Age sites were found, a
decrease of more than 60 percent.
Both the surveys and the excava-
tions indicate considerable differ-
ences in the distribution of sites in
various parts of the country. The
coastal plain from the Sinai to the
Carmel, the Judaean Shephelah, and
the valleys of Jezreel, Beth Shean,
and the upper Jordan were all rather
densely inhabited during the Late
Bronze Age, though the sites were
generally small. In contrast, the hill
areas remained devoid of settlement.
In the central hills, only Tapuah,
Dathan, Hefer, Debir, Jerusalem,
Bethel, Shechem, and Tell el-Far’ah
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North were occupied, while in the
Galilee hills there appear to have
been only a minute number of set-
tlements, and only the sites of Tel
Qedesh and Tef Rosh may be at-
tributed to the period with any cer-
tainty. The large site of Gibeon was
abandoned at the end of the Middle
Bronze Age and not resettled in the
Late Bronze Age, though the ceme-
tery remained partly in use. Beth
Zur was also abandoned, and possi-
bly Hebron as well. Jerusalem,
which had been a walled town in the
Middle Bronze Age, contracted in
the Late Bronze Age into a fortress
of no great size on the acropolis of
the City of David. The hill areas
were apparently inhabited by non-
sedentary populations such as the
*Apiru and Shasu, who left their
imprint in the form of burial sites.
The transfer of the focus of settle-
ment to the plains and valleys and
the near abandonment of the hilt
country had a decisive significance
for Israelite settlement.

Fortification of the Late Bronze
Age Towns

The transition from the Middle to
the Late Bronze Age is also reflected
in the radical changes in fortifica-
tion, one of the most prominent
features of urban sewtlement. The
impressive fortifications of the Mid-
dle Bronze Age were based largely
on glacis systems and huge earthen
embankments. In the course of the
Middle Bronze Age, and even more
so with the destruction of the cities,
occupation levels within the fortified
enclosures rose nearly tw the height
of the ramparts. By the time the
Late Bronze Age cities were estab-
lished these fortifications, though
still extant, did not provide much
protection. This was the case at
Accho, for instance, where the enor-
mous ramparts had gone out of use
halfway through the Middle Bronze
Age. Toward the end of that period
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the foundations of a citadel were
sunk into the summit of the ram-
parts, and the Late Bronze Age
inhabitants established themselves
on the ruins of the citadel. The
ramparts continued 1o support the
steep slopes surrounding the mound
but did not protrude above the oc-
cupation Jevel of the Late Bronze
site, so that its defensive value was
quite limited. An exception to this
rule was the city of Hazor. There is
no doubt thac the Middle Bronze
Age rampart at Hazor towered high
above the lower city occupation lev-
els through the whole of the Late
Bronze Age; it may thus be consid-
ered a true Late Bronze Age defen-
sive system.
1f most of the Middle Bronze
Age defensive works did not con-
tinue to protect cities in the succeed-
ing period, how then were the Late
Bronze Age cities defended? The
answer is rather surprising: most
excavated sites have yielded no re-
mains of Late Bronze Age fortifi-
cation. In some cases, such as at
Timna (Tel Batash), or at least at the
excavated northeast corner of the
site, public structures were builtin a
continuous line, and their exterior
walls provided a degree of protee-
tion for the site. At Lachish, how-
ever, houses and installations were
built on the earlier rampart slopes
and even within the defensive ditch
at its foot, no new fortification hav-
ing been constructed.

The absence of defensive systems
at the sites and their small average
size (and hence population) combine
1o cast doubt on the magnitude of
the urban phenomenon in the Late
Bronze Age; it would appear that
the towns were for the most part
quite weak and impoverished. This
state of affairs appears to be related
to Canaan’s location on the route of
the Egyptian armies norcthward; at
times it even served as the theater of
battle. It may be assumed that for
each military campaign that passed

through the countryside, the local
population was expected to supply
auxiliary forces, labor, and provi-
sions and to clear roadways. The
supreme Egyptian interest was 1o
keep the routes open and the Ca-
naanite population submissive. The
pressures on che Canaanite popula-
tion may have been unendurable
(witness the occasional uprisings
against Egyptian rule), and many
inhabitants likely left the towns to
avoid the constant Egyptian demand
for supplies and manpower. They
could have moved to the more thinly
settled zones, in scattered settle-
ments that left few archaeological
remains, or they could have joined
up with the "Apiru or the other
unstable elements in Canaan. Many
others may have emigrated to Egypt
itself, whether by free choice or as
captives and slaves (Egyptian texts
mention a Canaanite presence in
Egypt). As for the fortifications, it
may be assumed that the Egyptians
prohibited the circumvallation of
wowns, which could be interpreted
as preparation for revolt. Egypt, a
great power through most of the
Late Bronze Age, was geograph-
ically close to Canaan, maintained
an Egyptian governor and Egyptian
garrisons, could keep a close watch
on the cities, and could bring any
attempts to construct fortifications
to a halt. Small, unfortified sites
were more submissive to Egyptian
demands than large fortified ones,
The settlement picture in Canaan
thus reflects fairly its subservience

to Egypt.

Urban Structure

Though the urban system of Late
Bronze Age Canaan was not a
powerful one, there were nonethe-
less towns with private dwellings
and public institutions, From the
meager information gleaned in ex-
cavations, a conventional town plan
seems to emerge, based on a pe-

ripheral range of structures and a
core where the public buildings
were concentrated. There were also
public areas where commerce was
pursued. It seems reasonable to as-
sume that these areas—vacant lots
rather than built-up marketplaces—
were near the city gates. A public
structure present in every city was
the temple, located either in the core
of the town or near the gate. The
larger towns had more than one
temple.

WALLS AND GATES

Fortified cities were few and far
between in the Late Bronze Age. A
small number of sites were, how-
ever, walled, and a handful of city
gates have been discovered as well.
Ramparts have been identified at
Hazor and Tel Kinrot, both in the
upper Jordan valley; at Beth Shean;
at Tel Regev and Tell Abu Hawam in
the Accho valley; at Shechem, Tefl
el-Far’ah Notth, and perhaps Bethel
in the central hills; and at Debir
(Khirbet Rabud) in the Hebron
hills. Hazor was defended by its
tremendous Middle Bronze Age
ramparts; there is no evidence that
they were repaired or enlarged in
the Late Bronze Age. At Shechem,
the Middle Bronze Age wall was
restored, as may have been the case
at Bethel as well. Tel Kinrot was
first setled at che start of the Late
Bronze Age, and Debir in the Late
Bronze 1I; both sites seem to have
been fortified from the start. We
thus observe no uniform pattern of
fortification; those settlements able
to construct a defensive wall did s0
with the materials or eatlier struc-
tures at hand.

The gates of the period are also
largely restorations of K:E._m
Bronze gates, that is, direct-a¥s

d
entryways flanked by towers a7¢
te excavated i?

d . The ga
guardrooms g  was first

the lower city of Hazol

!
_

built in the Middle Bronze II, hand
in hand with the construction of the
great earthen ramparts (stracum 4).
It was furnished with a pair of
square, solid towers and three pairs
of small butcresses on ejcher side of
the passage. In the following Middle
Bronze phase (stratum 3) the gace
was altered to a large gate with two
rectangular towers and three pairs of
buttresses, the characteristic plan of
the gates of this period. This gate
was razed in the great destrucrion of
the Middle Bronze Age city and was
rebuilt in the Late Bronze | (stra-
wm 2) along precisely the same lines,
this time with massive ashlar ma-
sonty. This structure survived unt]
the end of the period, undergoing
slight repairs and changes, such
as the raising of the level of the
gate passage and the addition of 3
threshold of large basalt slabs. The
two Middle Bronze Age gates of
Shechem were also restored in the
Late Bronze Age on an identical
plan.

At Megiddo, the large north gare
first appears in the plan of the Late
Bronze I town of strarum IX; how-
ever, the excavators suggested chat jt
was first built in scracum X, at the
end of the Middle Bronze Age. The
gate retained its form throughout the
F._S Bronze Age, when it was [ined
with well-carved stone slabs, An
Interesting feature is the remnant of
2wooden beam between the fourth
and fifeh masonry courses. This is
.Tm earliest instance of the integra-

“on of wooden beams in stone
walls, and the method was to be
u_..ﬁ_.ownm in the Solomonic gate at
momnuo as well as in the temple of
e EE_MN_M.MMM_;.»F.E, according o
e cription. The Me-
M_._._& Bate has no towers and js not
o toa mm»..m:u?n wall, appearing
Iy _nn_.n_.:oit than cculy defen-
>wm.?_nnumm_.n___u thus that Late Bronze
tises mnwo 0 was unfortified. This
us problems with regard

10 ¢he ;
he iNterpretation of the Egyptian

account of the siege of the city by
Thutmose 111,
Another gate of possible cere-

monial character was found ar Jatta.
The stone jambs were inscribed with
part of the name of Ramesses [[ and
five of his titles. No wall was found,
Freestanding gates, though not 2

common phenomenon, are hor jn-
conceivable, for gates served more
than a defensive function, The gate
was the ceremonial entrance, the
town showpiece, and the focus of
trade, public gatherings, litigation,
news reports, and even cult, Even if
the construction of town walls, wich
their explicitly defensive capacity,
was prohibited by che Egyptians,
the erection of ceremonial gateways,
particufarly at key sites, may well
have been allowed.

The Late Bronze Age thus pro-
duced no innovation in the art of
.».o_imnmao:“ where fortifications ex-
isted, they carried on taditons es-
tablished during the Middle Bronze
Age.

The Late Bronze Age city being
a rather feeble entity, it should not
come as a surprise that few public
structures have been discovered, In
fact, the most common public struc-
wre in the city was the temple,
which was indispensable, as ;¢ ful-
filled the religious needs of the com-
Munity. Only a few buildings of
sovernmental or local administrative
function have been excavated so far.
Structures serving the common wel-
fare, such as public granaries or
water supply systems, are as yet
unknown. It would appear that the
responsibility for food and water
supply devolved on the citizens
themselves, further evidence of the
relative impotence of the municipal
governments.

ENTRANCE

Fig. 7.1, City gate at Shechem

PALACES

With the political structure of
Late Bronze Age Canaan based on
the rule of the Egyptian overford,
€ach urban settlement could be ex-
pected to contain a modest palace to
serve as the ruler’s residence and a5
the administrative center of the
town, with its audience rooms, of-
fices, guardrooms, stables, and
storerooms to accommodate consid-
erable provisions both for the ruling
family and for the municipal bureay-
cracy. The palace would also have
housed the scribes and the municipal
archives and treasury. All these
would have required a strucryre not
.o:? larger than the common dwell-
ing but also better defended. Itis
not surprising to find, therefore,
that the buildiags identified as pal-
aces are characterized by thick walls
that serve both as defense and as
support for a second and third story,
Two main palace types prevailed
during the Late Bronze Age: the
courtyard palace, built along the
same basic plan of the common
dwellings and continuing the Middle
Bronze Age building traditions, and
the Egyptian-style residency, a type
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Fig. 7.2. Megiddo palace and city gate

of structure introduced into Canaan
mainly during the Late m_.ozmn 111,
when Egypt intensified its grip on
Canaan.

COURTYARD PALACES, The
courtyard palace, as its name sug-
gests, consists of a large court with
rooms ranged around it. The court-
yard may be entirely enclosed vw the
rooms, which may be ranged in
several rows, or only partially en-
closed, with rooms concentrated on
one or two sides. The no::va.:,m
palace was common in the Middle
and Late Bronze Ages throughout
the Levant and in northern Meso-
potamia, the most noav_mn.n and
representative nxpsv_m.m being ﬂwo.mn

found in the Syrian cities of Cw»:ﬁ
Ebla, and Alalakh. In Canaan, Mid-
dle Bronze Age courtyard palaces
have been unearthed at Hazor, .
Shechem, Aphek, Lachish, Tel Sera’,
and Tell el-Ajjul, but only one Late
Bronze Age palace has so far come
to light—at Megiddo. More ﬁ.mR
Bronze palaces may yer be dis-
covered, but for now, their absence
provides further m<.&n:nn. for the
impoverishment of city Em.A
During most of the Middle
Bronze Age, the Megiddo palace
was near the city center, close to the
Fortress Temple. The end of the
period, however, saw its removal to
the city gate area. Here the expan-
sion of the palace and the changes in
its plan may be traced through the

Late Bronze Age. The palace .mqﬂ

built in stratum X, the late Middle

Bronze Age, remained unchanged,

apart from the raised floor ._m<&r

during stratum IX. The m»__ﬁ: fea-
wures of this palace are the thick
northern and eastern walls (about

2.5 meters and 3.5 meters, respec-

tively). The southern and western

walls were not preserved, and it is
unclear whether the exterior pal-
ace walls were all of such extreme
breadth, The central lime-paved
courtyard of the palace measured

about 100 square meters and was
surrounded by rooms on every m&.n.
A pair of long and narrow rooms in
the southwest corner mark the place
of the staircase leading to the second
floor (and perhaps 10 a Hr.:i as well,
in view of the extreme thickness of
the walls). The west wing of the
palace consisted of a EwNm.om rooms
and courtyards. A no__nn:ow of
spindle whorls and loom weights
found here suggest that these were
weaving workshops, a craft that may
have been under the patronage of
the local ruler.

In stratum VIII of the Late
Bronze II the palace artained its
greatest extent. The plan changed,
but the massive northern and eastern
walls remained in use. The pre-
served palace area is about 1500
square meters, though H.ra_.n appears
10 have been another wing to the
southwest. The main entrance was
from the south, feading through a
broad portal to the large central
court. The courtyard and the sur-
rounding rooms were paved with
fine lime plaster. Three broad door-
ways led off the central court w0

rooms on the northeast and north-
west and to a shell-paved courtyard
on the south. This nocnvﬂ&. was
probably a bath chamber, witha .
square basin sunk into the center o
the floor and drained by a subsur-
face channel. A doorway led west to
the most magnificent part of the
palace, another large courtyard
opening onto a series of Soﬂ?
pillars (only the base o.m one Jmn
been preserved) stood _=.Hrn,2_ e
entryway, no doubt lending :HM '
ticular grandeur. It ov«:&.ou wll
broad hall, perhaps an u:&.m:nw:
A small chamber in the :olw_m '

part of the palace was proba Mm

treasury. Beneath its mon.:a w e

found a hoard of gold »_‘.:?n.wm,.

elry, cylinder seals, and 2“‘%3 o

East of the gate, the _Mun ot

another palace, mE»:n.n n._ I

of Area AA but of a simuar P

Two

(a central courtyard enclosed by
rooms), were recovered, The walls
are chinner than those of the large
palace, and the structure may have
been an outlying wing of the central
structure,

In strata VHB and VIIA of the
thirteenth and early twelfth cen-
turies, significant changes ok place
in the organization of the space sur-
rounding the cengra] courtyard of
the large palace, byt the courtyard
itself, as well as the shell-paved
court to the southwest, remained
unchanged. The halls and roomy
inner courts gave way to smaller
chambers. West of the centra}
courtyard, in place of the magnifi-
Cent apartments, a series of three
contiguous rooms led to 3 hall, in
the west corner of which lay a small
platform approached by steps, a
type of small household shrine, In
the stratum VIIA palace of the end
of the Late Bronze Age, the three
rooms were expanded to form a
separate, subterranean building ap-
proached by stairs. In this cellar was
found a cache of valuables, the most
important of which are the many
are ivories. Fragments of painted
Plaster found in the ruins of this
palace indicare thar jrs walls were
decorated with frescoes.

EGYPTIAN-STYLE RESIDEN-
CIES. Palaces of a completely dif-
ferent kind were established in
Canaan during the thirteenth and
twelfth cenuries B.C.E. These struc-
{ures, commonly known as residen-
€tes, were not bujly by the Canaanite
L HA, and do not reflect their
Reeds, Racher, they represent the
Strategic concerns of Egypt, for
izws Canaan was ap important
Staging Post. The Egyptian effory o
“Onsolidate jrs grip on Canaan was
Sqns_:x& on the southern coastal
MMM_»:L along H.rm main interna-
5:3852. It included the con-

o1 of outposts ar key points

to house Egyptian officials and fulfill

military and administrative func-
tions. Such structures were usually

buik within existing settlements, byt

in some cases, such s at Deir el-

Balah and Tel Mor, they were unre-

lated t0 a habitation site and con-

stituted isolared outposts on the
highway, with the defensjve char-
acter of a fortress, It is, however,
possible tha habitation siges may yet
be discovered at these sites as well,
The residencies, first identified
by Petrie in the excavations of Tef|
el-Far'ah South, were built accord-
ing to Egyprian architectural and
construction principles and there.
fore stand out as unique in the
history of architectyre in Canaan,
Their plans are uniformly similar 1o
that of privace dwellings in Egypt.
The buildings are square, with cor-
ner entrances. A square courtyard—
sometimes identified as a covered
hall, if furnished with a base for 2
pillar that supported the ceiling—
lies at the center of the structure.
Small chambers surround this square
space, and a corner staircase leads to
the second floor. The Egyptian
mode of construction js reflected in
the thick, mud-brick walls with
mud-brick foundations or, at times,
10 foundations ar aff. Some residen-
cies incorporate other Egyptian ar-
chitectural features, such as s
shaped doorjambs and thresholds.
Fine examples of such details appear
in two structures from Beth Shean,
known as buildings 1500 and 1700,
An Egyptian inscription, found out
of context but attributed to building
1500, states that the Egyptian gen-
eral WmEnummu.iaumTrrmvaur oc-
cupied the building during the reign
of Ramesses 1],

Egyptian-style residencies have
been excavated thys far at Tell el-
Far'ah South, Telt el-Hesi, Tel Sera’,
Tell Jemmeh, and Tel Mor, all on the
southern coast of Canaan, Such
Structures were also found at Beth
Shean, an Egyptian stronghold dur-

E—— 4
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ing the Late Bronze and Ear|
NWGM.

The palace at Aphek reveals o
Egyptian influence in its ground
plan, though its construction tech.
nique is entirely Canaanjte, The
small fortified palace transformed
the small Canaanjte town on the
Yarkon headwaters into an Egyptian
administrative center., Excavations
have concentrared on the palace
proper, leaving it 2 moo; point
whether some contemporaneous re-
mains excavated nearby were part of
a habitation site or merely annexes
of an isolated palace. The building

occupies about 360 Square meters.
The corner entrance leads to 2 paved
vestibule with a srone bench, per-
haps a waiting room. A broad stair-
way led from the vestibule to the
second story, which is not pre-
served. The ground floor consists of
long halls and small chambers; these
are not arranged around a ceritra]
courtyard as is commonly the case
in residencies, The walls, or more
precisely the foundations, are 1.4
meters thick and are bujly of stone,
in contrast 1o Egyptian practice.

The Aphek palace is thus far the
only building of its kind in Canaan.

y Iron

DWELLINGS

Not many Late Bronze Age
dwellings have been exposed in ar-
chaeological excavations, and the
Most important site for the study of
this subject remains Megiddo. In the
€astern part of the mound a number
of houses forming parr of 2 residen-
tial quarter were cleared, Their loca-
tion, size, and plan, first established
in the Middle Bronze Age, remained
unchanged during the whole of the
Late Bronze Age, reflecting a high
measure of continuity, extending
over hundreds of years. Certain in-
ternaf changes in the houses did, of
course, occur, such as the raising of
floors, the removal or construction
of dividing walls, and the blocking
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of doorways, all common alterations
reflecring the extended use of the
buildings.

Four nearly complete houses
were exposed in the excavated area,
a5 well as parts of 2 fifth. The layout
of house 3002 in stratum Yillat
Megiddo has been almost entirely
recovered and provides good ex-
ample of a Late Bronze Age dwell-
ing. It measures about 15 X 16
meters, The area designated 3002
was apparently an unroofed court-
yard, and the large room to the west
may have been one as well. These
two inner courts were not 2p-
proached directly but were sur-
rounded by many small rooms.
Because of the poot preservation of
the walls and the schematic ground
plans provided in the excavation
report, the disposition of the en-
trances and the manner of cir-
culation within the house ar¢ dif-
ficult to determine. Some of the

rooms had a _u_»m"m_.&_ beaten earth
floor; others were paved with cob-
blestones. It cannot be said what
special function, i any, set these
rooms apart from the rest of the
house. In nearby house 3003, in the
corner of a room with 2 plaster
floor, was an installation in the
shape of 2 n:»:ﬁrn:n_ﬁ perhaps 2
bathing installation, drained by a
channel flowing under the wall and
the floor of the adjacent room toa
pit.

The construction of the houses
was quite simple. Walls are 0.75
meter wide, the lower, ?‘nmﬁé&
portions being built of fieldstones
and the superstructuré probably of
mud brick. No wall has been suffi-
ciently preserved to provide evi-
dence of windows. Houses arranged
around central courtyards can re-
ceive light and air through the doos-
ways, SO that windows are not
indispensable. It is doubtful whether
the houses had a second story- Roofs
were not ?.nmm?& at Enmm&o.
but in contemporary stratum C

at Tell Beit Mirsim a large portion of
a roof that had collapsed in a con-
flagration was found. The ceiling
was made of wooden beams span-
ning the room at Q.6-meter inter-
vals. Above and across the beams
were laid smaller branches and
beams. This wooden structure was
covered by a thick layer of clay,
which was then plastered. The un-
derside of the ceiling was also cov-
ered by a thin layer of plastered clay.
This type of constructiof suggests
that the roof was flat. Stone rollers
for the upkeep of the plastered roof
were found in Area C at Hazor,
indicating that this roof-type was
widespread throughout Canaan.

It is a question whether the large
floor space of the Megiddo dwell-
ings (about 240 square meters) was
characteristic of houses of the pe-
riod. The houses are neat the For-
wress Temple, and their inhabitants
may have held cultic office or been
otherwise of the elite. The houses
did, however, also serve for the stor-
age of large amounts of provisions as
well as for the pursuit of various
household crafts. A dwelling of a
different type was discovered at Tel
Batash in the Judaean Shephetah. Tt
is rectangular (9 % 11 meters), with
thick (1.2 meters) walls, The en-
trance was from the short south
wall. Immediately to the right of the
entrance a narrow corridor and a
staircase led to the second story,
where the living quarters were no
doubt situated. The ground floor
consisted of one large hall divided
by two rows of wooden columns
(only the ston¢ bases have remained)

and screen walls into three long
rooms somewhat reminiscent of the
four-roomed house of the Iron Age-
The question of site organization
leads back to Megiddo, where 2
cluster of neighboring houses was
uncovered. The houses were ar-
ranged on either side of a narrow
street, two meters wide, which
ran north-south. Another alley

branched off between the houses to
the east; the houses on the west side
shared a common exterior wall. Be-
cause of the poor staté of the re-
mains it is not clear whether the
houses were entered from the main
street or from the side alleys. Tt may
be surmised that the residential
quarters of Megiddo were built ina
series of rings around the city pe-
imeter. A street would have divided
the external row of houses from the
internal one.

A residential area was uncovered
in Area C at Hazor. Unlike Me-
giddo, where each house stands
apart, the houses at Hazor are clus-
tered in irregular blocks, 50 it is
difficult to determine which units
joined to form one dwelling. The
walls are not of uniform breadth, are
not straight, and do not join at right
angles. The house blocks are sepa-
rated by crooked lanes, giving the
area a more plebeian appearance
than the Megiddo residential areas.

TEMPLES AND CULT OBJECTS

Lt is not surprising that many
Late Bronze Age temples have been
discovered in excavations, since
every ancient place of habitation had
at least one temple that would have 3
fair chance of discoverys given suffi-
jently extensive excavations. The
temples found show a marked ab-
sence of uniformity. They are of
many different 1ypes and of varied
size, location, and content Rmnmﬂ.
ing an ethnically diverse populatiot:
a variety of influences, and no doubt
the multitude of divinities in the
Canaanite 1»_.:—_8_.: as ..%2_& in
the Ugaritic mythology and other
writings. Despite their great 09
ber, our knowledge of the yariou$
deities worshiped in che rempless
the character of the cult and m_a
manner in which it was
and of the function »:@ a
temple in the co!
limited. The absen!

_u.mEQQ of cult objects with an ob-
vious function permit a discussion
only of the architectural aspects of
the temples.

MIGDOL TEMPLES

At three sites in the country—
Megiddo, Shechem, and Hazor—
temples of a type noteworthy for its
monumental dimensions and stan-
dard plan have been discovered.
They have thick walls, which give
them the aspect of a foruress, height-
ened by the sturdy wwers flanking
the entrance to the building. The
layout is symmetrical along a longi-
tudinal axis, on which the entrances
are located. At the far end of this
axis, adjacent to or within the rear
wall of the temple, was the focus of
the cult, the holy of holies, in the
form of a niche or an altar. The
migdol temples may be divided into
wwo subtypes: structures in which
the interior is occupied by asingle
TF and structures in which the
interior is divided into two or three
broadrooms. The origins of both
subtypes lie in northern Syria,
.are.m they appear in the major cit-
ies of Ebla (Tell Mardikh), Tell
Mumbagat, and Alalakh. The mig-

dol temple made its first appear-
ance at the three sites in the Middle
Bronze Age and remained in use for
the entire Late Bronze Age, with
some changes and additions. Four
temples of this type have been exca-
vated in Canaan; those of Megiddo
Shechem, and Hazor (Area A) are Mum
the first subtype, and the temple of
Area H at Hazor is of the second.
The Area A temple at Hazor has no
flanking towers at the entrance.

“THE TEMPLE OF SHECHEM.
This building, near the western gate
o.m the city, was founded on a mas-
sive fill accumulated from modifica-
tions made in the Middle Bronze
Age fortifications. It measures 21.2
X 26.3 meters, and its walls are
more than 5 meters thick. Its cor-
ners are oriented precisely to the
four cardinal points, and the en-
trance is on the southeast side. Two
rows of three pillars supported the
roof. The massive entrance towers
probably served as stairwells. The
column that stood in the middle of
the front entrance during the Middle
Bronze Age was removed in the
Late Bronze Age. On either side of
the doorway leading to the main hall
were two stones with recesses that

The Late Bronze Age

once held, it has been suggested
cultic stelae (masseboth). No :‘m.nnm
of &nmn stelae have been recovered
but in the courtyard fronting the .
temple a fragment of a large stela
was recovered and restored by the
excavators to its original position
.::m Shechem temple, which re- 4
mained unchanged throughout the
Late Bronze Age and even into the
Iron Age, has been identified with
the tower of Shechem (Jud. 9:47).

THE TEMPLE OF MEGID
The history of the Eo:.::n_.:mw H.B.
ple of Megiddo is more complex.
The excavators of the site suggested
wr»n the temple was first constructed
in stratum VIII of the Late Bronze
11, v.: renewed investigations have
auributed its foundation to stratum
X wm the Middle Bronze Age. The
building remained in use until stra-
tum VIIA, the terminal phase of
Canaanite Megiddo, undergoing
some changes. The Megiddo temple
is identical in plan to that of
Shechem but much smaller. In its
earliest, well-built phase, it mea-
sured only 9.6 X 11.5 meters, with
walls 4 meters thick. The _.ﬁ:‘~ wall
w.:.n"ma thick, contained a mru__oﬂw
niche. The corners of this structure

Fig. 7.3, Three stages of the Megiddo temple
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are not aligned with the cardinal
points, and its entrance is on the
north side. The tower t© the left of
the entrance is built of fine ashlar
masonry and contains two narrow¥
chambers interpreted as 2 staircase;
the tower on the right side contains
a square chamber. [n the next phase
of the temple’s existence the niche in
the rear wall was blocked and the
focus of the cult was cransferred to 2
narrow platform. In the final phase
the temple walls were considerably
narrowed, thus detracting from its
fortified character. The contents of
the temple were meager.

THE TEMPLE OF HAZOR,
AREA A. The third single-cham-
bered migdo! temple is that of Area
A in the upper city of Hazor. This
structure, founded in stratum XV1
and remaining in use until the end of

stratum XV (the Middle Bronze Age
to the Late Bronze I, consisted of
one longroom 9 X 16 meters, with
walls 2.35 meters thick. In its lack
of flanking towers it differs from the
other temples. Yadin suggested that
the lack of towers may be ascribed
to the proximity of the royal palace,
which would have made the separate
defense of the temple unnecessary-
Like the fortress temple of Shechem,
the corners of the temple are ofi-
ented with the cardinal points. Op-
posite the entrance, »m&:ﬂ the rear
wall, was a rectangular brick plat-
form covered with a thick layer of
plaster. In the Late Bronze I the
entrance was lined with orthostats
(finely dressed rectangular stone
slabs, often carved in relief, com-
monly used in the northern Levant
1o line temple walls). Two orthostats

Fig. 7.4. Ortho!

stat threshold of the Area

stood on either side of the entrance,

and four more formed the threshold.

Many fragments of cult vessels, all
of the Late Bronze I, were found on
the floor of the temple, along with
ammal bones. The building was
destroyed at the end of the Late
Bronze | and, unlike other temples
of the same type, was never rebuilt.
However, the sanctity of the area
was preserved, and during the Late
Bronze 11 and 11i various installa-
tions were built around the ruins;
rituals were observed, leaving be-
hind heaps of animal bones and
votive vessels.

THE MIGDOL TEMPLE WITH
BROADROOMS AT HAZOR. The
most interesting and opulent of the
rnonumental temples of Canaan is
the broadroom temple found in

A temple at Hazor

The Late Bronze Age
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Fig. 7.5. Area H temple at Hazor, strata 2, 1B and 1A
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Area H at Hazor In plan it resem=
bles the temples found at Tell Mar-
dikh and Alalakh in northern Syria,
and it is thought that its origins lie
he main cult hall is
a broadroom, and the two LOWErS
flanking the entrance form a broad

The walls of the temple
y direct.

in that region. T

anteroom.
are thick and its axis of entr
The nearly squaré structure mea-
sures 18 X 20 meters, with walls 2.
meters thick. As at Shechem, the
building is oriented precisely t© the
four cardinal points, and it is en-
tered from the southeast. The stra-
wum 2 temple of the Late Bronze Tis
identical to that of stratum 3, of the
Middle Bronze Age: In the middle
of the main cult room, the holy of
holies, are two pillar bases. Benches
Is on either side of the

line the wall
entrance, and 2 cult niche is setin
2 low wall bor-

the rear wall, with

5

dering what was no doubt the most
sacred part of the temple. In front
of the temple was a large court in
which, during this phase, yarious
structures were erected—rooms,
water installations, and drainage
channels. The center of the court
was occupied by a square structure;
this may have been 2 platform or
altar, and indeed the surrounding
area was strewn with animal bones
and ash. A gateway led to this court,
and beyond it lay an external court-
yard. Cultic finds from the inner
courtyard include two small female
figurines, oné in bronze and the
other of silver leaf. Also found here
was a clay liver model inscribed with
Akkadian cuneiform formulas. This
object, used for divination, tesufies
that the people of Hazor were famil-
jar with the cult practices of the
w%no.>rr»%u: expanse.

Fig. 7.6. Lion orthostat from the

N

In the next phase, stratum 1B of
the Late Bronze II, an entirely new
structure was built on the ruins of
the earlier temple. Its plan was fun-
damentally similar its predeces-
sor, only now 2 third broadroom,
narrower than the other two, was
added to the front of the building.
The former vestibule now became
a middle hall, divided into long,
narrow chambers, which no doubt
served as staircases. The temple thus
became a tripartite structure 28

meters long, the largest temple of
the period. In the center of the holy
of holies a small deep pit was
carved, the upper part of which was
Yined with fieldstones. A headless
statue of a seated man was found in
the pit. On cither side of the pit
were two basalt E:E bases, one
round and the other square. This
asymmetry led the excavators to

Area H temple at Hazor

AN

propose that the bases were taken
from the remains of the previous
temple, apparently a common prac-
tice at Hazor. The inner and outer
courtyards fronting the temple re-
mained in use, but the cultic in-
stallations within them were rebuilt.
After the destruction of this .
phase, the last in the series of tem-
ples was built above it on an identi-
cal plan. This structure, attributed
to stratum 1A of the Late Bronze
111, is known as the Orthostat Tem-
ple, after the orthostats lining the
main hall in a continuous row and
placed at intervals along the walls of
the vestibule. The orthostats, which
were left plain, were carelessly laid
and did not form a continuous sur-
face. This led the excavators to as-
sume that the stone slabs, like the
pillar bases, were dismantled from
one of the earlier temples and reused

here. In view of the discovery of the
orthostats in the Late Bronze I tem-
ple of Area A, in the upper city, a
stratum 2 origin was suggested. To
this same stratum was assigned an
unusually large orthostat found in
an unusual context: in a pit cut into
the exterior wall left of the entrance.
The orthostat was 1.9 meters long
and 0.9 meter high, with a lion
carved in relief on one side. Judging
by the size of the orthostat and the
stance of the lion, it had once lined
ﬂrm. right jamb of the main entrance
mun_.:m its companion guardian v
ir._nr was never found. O_nun_%. the
nn__nm.rmm been purposely ::m:‘wg in
the pit, but it is unclear when and
under what circumstances this was
done.
The cult objects scattered on the
floor of the holy of holies form one
of the largest collections of such
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items ever found in Israel. Notable
in its absence was the central ritual
ow_.nnr the divine image or emblem
i.r_nr no doubt stood in the cult '
niche. Yadin suggested, however,
that two fragments of a basalt mn.::n
found in the inner courtyard of the
stratum 1B temple were remains of
the cult image of the temple. One
fragment was a torso of a male
mw.:nn whose breast was adorned
with a medallion containing a four-
rayed emblem. The second fragment
was a base in the form of a bull, on
which the male figure may ru<w
maoo.m. Yadin suggested that this was
the image of Hadad, the Canaanite
storm god. The four-rayed emblem
is sometimes interpreted as a wheel
in the storm god’s chariot; others
interpret it as a solar disk. If the
.Tuw_.:nns did belong to the cult
image that stood in the niche, they
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Fig. 7.8, Statue fragments from the
Area H temple at Hazor: human torso
and bull

represent the only .&n:».,mnm.io: of a
worshiped deity in Canaantte rem-
ples. Support for the identification
of the four-rayed emblem as 2 nr<w=n
symbol comes from a basalt offering
table found on the temple ao.o_‘ v.x
the niche. On one side of this object
(5% 05x 1.7 meters) was carved
a square frame enclosing the same
four-rayed solar disk found on the
torso. Two elongated depressions

carved beneath the emblem give the
offering table the aspect of a three-
columned facade. Similar depres-
sions were carved on the two ad-
joining sides. Nearby lay w._».ﬁn
basalt basin (0.5 meter in diameter),
and somewhat to the uo_.i._ another,
smaller basin decorated with a run-
ning spiral of Mycenaean type.
Other finds include basalt offering
tables, large ceramic basins, and a

vt
o L

Flg. 7.9. Offering {able with emblem
of Hadad (height 105 centimeters)

wealth of small objects, ..:&:m“w.
nﬁ.ﬁmna seals, beads, and ﬂﬁ””ozun“
Also found were four mEﬂ_ g
figurines, among ther »m ul o
rine, which Yadin viewe€ Pﬂ:
proof that the temple deity
figure depicted stand 8
Near the doorway of
holies another statue of
figure was found.
decapitated, like th

the 1B temple, but the head was
discovered nearby.

SQUARE TEMPLES

Another type of temple is the
square temple, of which three have
been found—at Hazor, on the
slopes of Mount Gerizim, and near
Amman in Transjordan. This type
of temple has a square central
courtyard with a single entrance,
The narrow corridor between the
courtyard walls and the exterior
walls is divided by thin walls into
tooms of equal length. The temple
was entered near one of the corners.
When the first building of this type
was excavated at Mount Gerizim its
sacred character was not perceived.
Only after the discovery of the Am-
man shrine was the Gerizim struc-
wre reinvestigated and a new temple
type proposed. The Amman and
Gerizim shrines inspired the in-

terpretation of the stratum 2 build-
ing in Area F at Hazor as a sacred
structure. This building is so poorly
preserved, however, that its recon-
struction as a square temple must
remain in doubt. In view of the
isolation of the Gerizim and Am-
man temples, at a distance from
sedentary settlement, it has been

proposed to attribute this type of
shrine to a nonsedentary popula-

tion, Be that as it may, the origins of
the square plan are unknown, nor is

there any evidence regarding the
nature of the cult practiced in the
temple or the identity of the deity
worshiped there. The temple at
Hazor was empty of finds, further
impeding identification, and the
temple at Gerizim contained only
fragments of an incense stand. The
Amman temple provided a large,

rich assemblage of objects, including

objects of gold, ivory, bone, stone,
and pottery—many of them im-
ported—as well as a considerable

quantity of weapons, but it is not an

assemblage of particularly cultic
character. On the contrary, because
of the profane nature of the finds it
has been suggested that they were
booty taken during raids on wealth-
ier populations. Some scholars do
not accept the identification of the
square structures as temples, view-
ing them rather as mansions archi-
tecturally related to the Egyptian-
style residencies. The similarity to
the Egyptian structures is under-
lined by the identification of column
bases (rather than altars) in the cen-
tral space, suggesting that it was a
room rather than an open court.

The Late Bronze Age

As for the temporal range of the
square shrines, the structure at
Mount Gerizim was dated by the
excavators to the Middle Bronze
Age II, that of Hazor to the Late
Bronze |, and the Amman temple 1o
the Late Bronze II-1II. The square
temple thus had a range similar to
that of the migdol temple, but each
of the square temples was short-

lived.

EGYPTIAN-STYLE TEMPLES

Temple remains from three Ca-
naanite sites—Beth Shean, Lachish,
and Timna in the Aravah valley near
Elath—exhibit Egyptian influence
either in their layout or in some
details of their construction. This
should not come as a surprise; on
the contrary, it is astonishing to
discover how small the influence of
Egypt was on Canaanite temples
and cult, despite Egypt’s supreme
power in Canaan for the whole of
the Late Bronze Age.

Inscriptions reveal the presence
of temples in Canaan where Egyp-
tian deities were worshiped. One
such inscription, carved on an ivory
pen case from the Megiddo treasure,
mentions a woman minstrel of Ptah
in Ashkelon and implies that a tem-

Fig. 7.10. Square temples at Hazor (A) and Amman (B)
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ple (so far undiscovered) is dedicated

! to this deity at that site-
i At Beth Shean, oné of the Egyp-
on towns, a sequence of

tian garris
ning most of the Late

temples span!
Bronze Age and the beginning of
the Iron Age Was excavated. The
first in the sequence, the stratum 1X
temple generally atcributed to the
reign of Thutmose 11, is of the
courtyard type. 11s plan is not en-
tirely clean, and it is not Egyptian in
character, but many Egyptian ob-
jects were found among its remains.
Chief among them is a small lime-
stone stela dedicated by one Pa-re-
em-heb to «Mekal, the god of Beth
Shean,” in memory of his father
Amen-em-Opet. There can be no
doubt that Pa-re-em-heb and his fa-
ther were Egyptians, and they are
thus vo:nuv&m on the stela. How-
ever, the god Mekal is recorded
neither in the Egyptian not the Ca-
naanite pantheons; on the stela he is
woauv&m as a bearded Canaanite
deity, with a tall horned headdress
and a long ribbon dangling behind.
1 Another unique object from this
temple is 2 basalt orthostat with two
scenes carved in relief. Both depict a
lion and a dog (or 3 lioness) locked
in combat. The cultic significance of
these scenes, if any, is unclear.

Of the stratum V111 temple little
can be said, as all that has remained
of it are basalt pillar bases. The
temple of strata VIl and VI was 2
single structure that underwent
some slight alterations between the
two phases. [t was built in the mid
fourteenth century (others suggesta
thirteenth-century date). It closely
resembles in both plan and con-
struction several Egyptian cultic in-
stallations found at El-Amarna,

suggesting that the temple served the
Jocal Egyptian governor: Lt remained
in use throughout stratum V1, untl
the days of Ramesses 1L

The mud-brick building is ori-
ented north-south. It has a large
[main hall, nearly square, with two

bases for the roof supports atits
center. Low benches line the walls.
Two chambers lie behind the main
hall. The one on the right, the cella,
is approached by a flight of steps
and has a platform abutting its rear
wall, The platform no doubt accom-
modated the image to whom incense
was offered on a small altar that
stood in the main hall, just in front
of the stairway. The lefthand cham-
ber may have been the temple store~
room. The main hall of the sanc-
tuary was approached via a walled
courtyard entered from the west, 2
bent-axis approach foreign to the
Canaanite cultic tradition. Behind
this courtyard was another enclosed
court. A papyrus capital, common
in Egyptian architecture, was found
in the temple, as well as a rich
variety of objects including a bronze
standard in the image of the Egyp-
tian goddess Hathor, crowned with
cow horns and a disk, her features
sheathed in gold leaf. Also found
were Syro-Hittite cylinder seals and
a bronze axehead made in the Ana-
tolian metalworking tradition. The
advent of stratum V1 brought about
a slight change in the rear of the
remple. The cella and platform were
now in the middle of the rear part of
the building, flanked by two small
chambers. As before, the cella was
approached by a flight of steps, in
front of which stood an incense
altar. The courtyards fronting the
temple were also rearranged: the
inner court was dismantled, and a
new court was added to the formet
outer court, extending west of the
temple facade. One now entered the
forecourt through 2 broad columned
portal, turned left toward the inner
court, and left again t© the main hall
and the cella. The environs of this
temple were strewn with typically
Egyptian architectural elements, in-
cluding painted cornices and T-
shaped thresholds and doorjambs
bearing hieroglyphic inscriptions.
Two stelae of Ramesses 11 are at-

tributed to this stratum, as is a lintel
inscribed with the name of Ramesses
111, which was reused in the stratum
v temple of the Iron Age. Smaller
finds include many ceramic stands
bearing either painted or applied
decorations of cultic import.

The temple uncovered at the
summit of Tel Lachish, within the
citadel or palace precinct, is not a
typically Egyptian structure, but it
has architectural elements identified
as Egyptian. Unlike Beth Shean,
Lachish is not mentioned among the
cities that served as Egyptian admin-
istrative or military centers, but
many finds at the site testify o a
close connection with Egypt. The
temple’s phases, all imperfectly pre-
served, date to the Late Bronze II-

111. The structure bears a general
resemblance to the stratd Viland VI
temple at Beth Shean. It has a large
central hall, with two column bases
set in the center of the mud-brick
floor. Many fragments of car-
bonized wood from the roof beams
were found and identified as Leb-
anese cedar. At the eastern end of
the structure, a Bo:::.»:ﬁ— stair-
case with a low stone parapet led to
2 small chamber assumed to be the
cella. The large hall, the stairs, and
the raised cella recall the Bet
temples and are m@?.&: in con-
cept. The east wall of the main hall,
near the staircase, Was decorated
with cotorful wall m»::._:wr pre-
served only in fragments of colored
plaster found along its base. Along
this same wall were ranged three
bases of enga
ments of slende

staircase may have ©
bases. The shap¢ of th
the manner in whic

Egyptian architect
do the light blue hue
paintings.
gomewhat T
mass of bricks may repre

h Shean

base of a staircase leading to the
second story or to the roof. In the

north wall of the main hall there was

2 monumental doorway, with a
threshold built of finely dressed
stones; between them lay a wooden
plank that supported two wooden
posts. The lower parts of the door-
jambs were preserved in situ and
recesses in them contained car-
bonized remains of cedar beams. In
front of this entrance was a cham-
ber, with graffiti on the floor. If this
was the only entrance to the main
hall, the temple has an indirect axis
of entry, as at Beth Shean.

The most interesting find in the
temple was a thin gold plaque origi-
nally affixed to a wooden plaque or
sewn on cloth or leather, as evi-
denced by the small perforations
around its edges. It was found
crumpled and discarded near the
staircase leading to the cella. It bears
the figure of a nude goddess wearinj
a *.avm_maamm in the shape of 2 m_oﬂanw
Smr two horns at the bottom. The
unidentified goddess stands on a
horse clad in armor wearing a feath-
ered decoration on its head. She
holds two lotus flowers.

.—...rn third Egyptian-style sanctu-
ary is the shrine near the copper
M:.am of Timna in the southern
om_.nm_uhm._.u””._wwm w:ojmﬂm_..m north
doubt refated ﬂo:ﬂmrqcnco: i
iy of B e copper mining
: gyptians at Timna dur-

iy f

) %:ﬂrm.z_:mamm:% and Twentieth
. .

_9ynasties. The shrine consists of a

Small t
room abutting a rock scarp.

The
en!
trance on the southeast side

fa
ced a smal} niche carved in the

T
- tock wall, The image of Hathor, the

patrg
ness of the mines to whom the

shrj
.vn“__w.& devoted, was carved re-
on st

iy stones and
Sbjecrs,

« By

s aud g,

% the o,
b York;

o pillars in and
. mo_.“nnm..m. .guzw inscribed
o earing the names of
. _me beginning with Seti 1
::nm amesses V, prove that
. Hr;.»m. used by Egyptians

¢ site. Of particular in-
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terest is a copper snake, similar
to one found at the temple of Tel
gﬁo?wr. The ceramic assemblage
includes a large group of decorated
wmmmm_m known as Midianite ware. In
its final phase the shrine was proba-
bly covered with a cloth canopy,

attested to by textile remains on the
floor.

that had gone out of use were dis-
carded. The second Fosse Temple
was larger than the first and of a
&mm::: plan. In fact, from the ear-
lier structure only the location of
the cult platform, now even nar-
rower and with only a single projec-
tion, was retained. The main hall
non._.uz.mnm a 10 X 10 meter square,
and its ceiling was supported by u
four pillars, of which only the bases
were found. Low benches lined the
walls in two or three rows, Two
entrances, one from a room at the
northwest corner, the other at the
southwest corner, led to the main
hall. ..—.rnnn was another room, also
n.o_.:m_:m:m benches, on the southeast
side of the hall, behind the platform
The latest Fosse Temple, built in Hrm.
Late Bronze 111, is nearly identical
n..o the second, except for the addi-
tion of a room at the southwest
corner and the enlargement of the
cult platform. A large and varied
assemblage of objects was found on
nrn. temple floors and in the nearby
—.E.:mmun“ ivory, bone, glass, metal,
faience, and stone, as well as much
pottery, a good deal of it imported.
A _E..mn.mcm bore the proto-Ca-
naanite inscription “An offering to
my Lady Elat.” Elat may well have
been the goddess worshiped in the
temple. The three Fosse Temples at
Lachish are completely different
from the large and well-built struc-
ture revealed inside the town, in the
palace area. “

OTHER TEMPLES

In addition to the temples enu-
En:_.ﬂ& above, there are several Ca-
naanite temples that do not fall into
any clear category. These should be
seen as of local, popular Canaanite
character, and they may possibly
have preserved ancient Canaanite
cult traditions.

THE FOSSE TEMPLE AT LA-
cHisH. The moat (fosse) :that
mo_.._dmm part of the fortifications of
Middle Bronze Age Lachish went
out of use during the Late Bronze
.>m.9 and a temple was constructed
inside it, near the northwestern cor-
ner of the mound. This building.
known as the Fosse Temple, ﬂum.
first constructed in the Late Bronze
1 umm was twice destroyed and re-
built during the Late Bronze Age.

the three phases of construction n“o_..
responding to the three phases of
the period. Each of the three tem-
ples was a simple affair, of rather
poor construction. They were ori-
ented north-south, and a cule plat-
form adjoined the south wall of
m.unr. The earliest Fosse Temple con-
sisted of a small room (5 x 10

ESQ‘&_ its roof supported by two

pillars. A narrow cult platform had

three projections. West of the main
room was a small chamber near one

of the entrances to the temple. A

second entrance was in the east wall

The finds in this temple, which in- .

cluded much pottery, a rare My-

cenaean vessel, and a scarab of

,ﬂ::.:aomm 111, come from favissae

dug into its floors, where vessels

THE STELAE TEMPLE IN
AREA C AT HAZOR. Another local
shrine was discovered in Area Cin
the moﬁmﬂ city of Hazor, abutting
the inner slope of the huge rampart
surrounding the city. The shrine has
two phases, corresponding to stra-
tum 1A and 1B. In both phases the
shrine consisted of one broadroom.
2.5 X 3.5 meters. Its corners face ,
the four cardinal points, and the
entrance was from the northeast, as
in the Area A temple in the upper
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city. Opposite the entrance a semi-
circular niche was carved into the
rampart and lined with a row of
stones; a ceramic vessel was placed
in the center of it. Finds on the
temple floor included a considerable
amount of pottery and a pair of
bronze cymbals in a bronze bowl.
The 1A structure, built directly over
the 1B shrine, made use of some
earlier wall fragments. During this
phase, a row of stelae was placed in
the niche, earning the shrine the
name of the Stelae Temple. The ten
stelae were made of basalt; they had
smoothly dressed faces, concave
backs, and rounded tops. The mid-
dle stela bore a relief depicting
hands outstretched toward an em-
blem composed of a crescent crad-
ling a disk, interpreted by Yadin as
the emblem of the moon god. The
hands were understood to represent
the consort of the moon god. This
small shrine was thus dedicated to
the worship of a divine couple, the
moon god and his consort. Yadin
found support for this interpretation
in the statue of a seated male figure
at the southern end of the row of
stelae, whose chopped-off head was
found nearby. An inverted crescent,
the emblem of the moon god Sin,
was carved in relief on the breast of
the figure. At the northern end of
the row of stelae, at a somewhat
lower elevation, was a small lion
orthostat. Its position suggests that,
like its larger counterpart in the
Area H temple, it was purposely
buried. A rather crude basalt slab in
front of the stelae was probably an
offering table. Nearby items may
have been brought as offerings, in-
cluding part of a potter’s wheel. A
few objects found in neighboring
houses have also been interpreted as
cult objects. One is a silver-plated
cult standard, with a crescent and a
stylized snake portrayed above the
crude figure of a woman holding
snakes. Yadin understood the snakes
to be related to the cult of the moon

god. Another object, a small terra-
cotta mask also found in a nearby
building, should be seen, according
to Yadin, as a plastic expression of
“the face of Baal,” a title of the god’s
consort.

An open-air shrine was exca-
vated in Area F of the lower city at
Hazor. Following the destruction of
the stratum 2 square temple, the
area became an open cult place dur-
ing strata 1A—1B. Within this area
was a large altar made of a single
stone, 2.4 X 0.8 X 1.2 meters, with
two recesses. Many cattle bones
were found strewn about the altar.
The aitar stood at one end of an
open area; a drainage channel ran
through the middle of the area, and
at the far end ceramic vessels and a
bull’s skull were found on a raised
construction. The area was littered
with pottery, including vessels of
cultic type.

THE TEL MEVORAKH TEM-
PLE. In the Late Bronze I stratum
of Tel Mevorakh, in the northern
Sharon, a small temple was built on
the rampart that had defended the
settlement in the Middle Bronze
Age and had by then fallen into
disuse. The shrine consisted of an
clongated chamber (5 X 10 meters),
oriented east-west. A raised plac-
form in the northwest corner was
approached by five steps. The east-
ern part of the structure has not
been preserved, and the precise loca-
tion of the entrance is therefore not
known. Benches lined the walls,
which were plastered and decorated
with colorful frescoes, as in the
Lachish temple. A paved court bor-
dering the shrine on three sides oc-
cupied the entire summit of the
mound. The sanctuary was therefore
not related 1o a settlement site but
should be seen as a roadside shrine
for travelers passing on the nearby
highway. The temple was gutted by
fire and restored in the fourteenth
century B.C.E. The later structure is

poorly preserved, because of later
massive construction at the spot.
Both building phases provided a rich
collection of artifacts, especially of
ceramic vessels. Among the metal
objects is a pair of cymbals, resem-
bling those found in the stratum 1B
temple in Area C at Hazor, and a
copper snake resembling the one
found in the shrine at Timna.

Other temples of a local char-
acter or that are difficult to catego-
rize have been found at various
sites—Tel Kitan in the Jordan valley
north of Beth Shean, Tell es-Sa’idi
yeh in the eastern Jordan valley, and

Tel Sera’ in the northern Negev.

Pottery

The local ceramic ware of the Late
Bronze Age is entirely wheel-made. B
The quality of the local products is
generally inferior to that of the Mid-
dle Bronze Age 11. There is less care
taken to balance the proportions and
less effort invested in the finishing
(the slip and burnish). Deformed
vessels, a result of careless handling K
during the drying process prior to
firing, are not uncommon. Painted
decoration is relatively common in
the Late Bronze Age, though it oo
is often quite carelessly executed.
Pottery types are uniform through-
out the country, with the exception
of isolated cases of limited regional
distribution; this uniformity reflects
a standardized industry, concen-
trated in workshops providing large
quantities of pottery to an extensive
consumer’s market. Alongside the
local industry, importation of pot-
tery reached an ::_unnn&mzﬂ& scope
during the Late Bronze Age:
As in domestic and public archi-
tecture, the local ware Q,.Ev:m»_ :
conspicuous degree of cﬁo_owa»uuu
continuity with the Middle Brot:
Age. The ceramic assemblages ©
Late Bronze I preserve the m.::_n‘
traditions of the Middle B
Age, though by the Lat¢ B

Fig. 7.11.

Late Bronze Age pottery

L w—

The Late Bronze Age
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Fig. 7.12. Canaanite jar: typology ,A>V
and Egyptian tomb painting (B) depict-
ing jars being unloaded from s

00
A

forms were gradually breaking away
from these canons. It is difficult to
find significant differences vmﬂe.mnz
pottery of the ».o_._:aoznr. m& thir-
teenth centuries, and dating is gen-
erally based on imported pottery

types.

LOCAL POTTERY

ritHoI (fig. 7.11:1). The larg-

est storage vessel of the period was
the pithos, a large mﬂoqn.r: measur-
ing 1.2 meters or more in height. It
has a thick rim, a broad shoulder, a
tapering body, and a small .rwmw.
Pithoi are limited in their distribu-
tion to northern Canaan, chiefly to
Hazor. A similar type has been
found in Syria, relating the vessel to
assemblages of the North. It first
appears in the Late Bronze II

and carries over into the Late
Bronze IIL. It is also one of nrn.
vessel types that continues to exist,
with some changes, in the Early
Iron Age.

1aRs. The household jar is the
direct descendant of the Middle
Bronze Age II jar, and it changes
little during the Late Bronze Age. It
is ovoid, with a slightly flattened
base, and bears two large loop ,r»:.
dles. It is often decorated in E::.:&
bands or simple painted geometric
designs.

A second common jar type has a
narrow neck, a broad horizontal
shoulder, a tapering body, and a A
prominent, pointed thick vwmo.. This
jar, often termed the 0»:»».:3
Commercial Jar, has been discovered
in tomb assembliages in Greece and
Egypt, and it appears to have been
used for che exportation of Ca-
naanite produce, perhaps oil and
wine, 1o foreign markets, as part of
the exrensive international trade net-
work that is the hallmark of the
period. Egyptian wall .vuia:mm
show similar jars with lids, borne by
laborers who unload Canaanite trad-
ing vessels at mmvﬁam.: ports. The

commercial jar came into common
use in the Late Bronze II and re-
mained in use until the end of the
period.

COOKING POTS (fig. 7.11:2).
The Late Bronze Age cooking pot
is a rounded, handleless vessel,
with a triangular rim and a rounded
base. This vessel preserves the ]
Middle Bronze II form, which dif-
fered only in its rounded rim, ?.
fact, both the rounded and "rnAE.
angular rim types were extant in
the Late Bronze I, before the latter
became predominant in the Late
Bronze 11,

KRATERS (fig. 7.11:3). These

are deep broad bowls of varying
form. Most have a wide aperture

and handles drawn from the rimioa
carinated shoulder, Some stand on 3
high foot. Kraters are often deco-
rated, especially in the shoulder
area. Incised decoration in the Mid-
dle Bronze tradition is common in
the Late Bronze I. From the Late
Bronze If on, pajnted decoration in
simple geometric motifs (wavy lines
or net patterns) becomes wide-
spread. Some kraters bear animal
representations, mainly goats or

ibex and birds.

jucs (fig. 7.11:4-5). Jugs
are divided into globular and b;-
conical shapes. Globular jugs with
one shoulder handle closely resem-
ble vessels of the preceding perjod
and gradually disappear as the pe-
riod progresses. More common are
jugs with a large handle extending
from rim to shoulder, often deco-
rated in horizontal bands or zigzags.
The biconical jugs, which first ap-
pear in the Late Bronze Age, form a
distinct group. They are generally
larger than globular jugs and have
oneor two handles. Their promi-
nent feature is the wealth of painted
decoration, again largely composed
of simple geometric patterns—
groups of straight and wavy lines,
network or checkerboard patterns
painted on the upper part of the
vessel. Faunal and floral morifs ap-
Pear as well. A fine example comes
from Megiddo, its shoulder deco-
rated with the jbex and palm motif,
This motif, most typical of ceramic
vessels of this period, is a popular
depiction of the tree of life, a sym-
w.o_ of deep significance in the an-
ctent Near East. The ibex and palm
Motif appears mainly on biconical
Jugs but Occasionally on jars, chal-
%65, and kraters as well. The Me-
8iddo jug fills our the scene with
more ihexes and many different
Kinds of birds, A ceab js depicted in
separage Ppanel beneath the handle.

JUGLETS (fig. 7.11:6), The typ-
ical juglet of this period is the dipper
juglet. At the starc of the period it is
quite large, with 2 long and some-
what swollen neck in the Middle
Bronze tradition. With time, the
juglet becomes more slender and has
a pinched spout. During the Late
Bronze I the cylindrical juglet, a
legacy of the Middle Bronze Age,
was still in common use, but it soon
disappeared. Also common in the
same early stage of the period is a
well-fashioned juglet, gray in color,
with a rounded body, a call neck,
and a high burnish. This gray juglet
is one of the diagnostic fearures of
the Late Bronze (Fig. 7.11:7),

FLASKS (fig. 7.11:8). The flask
is composed of two wheel-made
bowls attached face 1o face; a wheel-
made neck is inserted at the juncture
of the two bowls, and finally, two
-handles are artached in 2 manner
that envelops the neck. Flasks are
often decorated, usually in a pattern
of concentric ciccles.

Fig. 7.13.  Painted biconical jug por-
traying palm and various animals, from
Megiddo (height 34 centimetersy

BOwLs (fig. 7.11:9~10). Bowls
are the most common pottery ves-
sel. The most frequent types are
shallow straight-walled bowls, cari-
nated bowls, and deep rounded
bowls. The various bow] categories
preserve Middle Bronze Age tradi-
tions, and the changes effected dur-
ing the Late Bronze Age may be
observed chiefly in the bases, At the
start of the period the ring base,
inherited from the earlier period, is
most common; it gradually gives
way to the disk base and finally to
the plain flar base.

In one special bowl type, a
rather large carinated bowl, the
walls have been pushed in to form a
quatrefoil vessel (Fig. 7.11:11). Han-
dles were added on two sides, be-
tween the foils. This unique type
has been found only in Late Bronze
I'strata at Hazor, and jts sources
should apparently be sought in the
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Cilician culture of southern Ana-
tolia.

GOBLETS AND CHALICES.
Goblets are tall, narrow vessels,
while chalices are rounded or flat
bowls; both are furnished with a
high foor. The two vessels are not
very common and are most often
found in remples; their function may
thus have been cultic rather than
domestic. Goblets are often deco-
rated with scraight or wavy lines,
semicircles, and net patterns. Chal-
ices are usually not decorated.

Lamps. The oil lamp is a shal-
low, wheel-made bowl, with one
end pinched to form a spout. The
pinched spout becomes increasingly
prominent as the Lace Bronze Age
progresses.

BICHROME WARE

This group of vessels, charac-
terized by a painted bichrome deco-
ration, was unti! recently consid-
ered Canaanite in origin, though
many specimens have been found in
Cyprus. Analysis of the clay com-
position of several vessels has re-
vealed that though some were in-
deed made in Canaan, others came
from Cyprus. This family of vessels
is therefore discussed between the
local and imported wares.

Bichrome vessels are most often
jugs or kraters. Locally made vessels
are usually of a common local form;
the imported Cypriot items gener-
ally exhibit variant characteristics,
such as a wide neck or a rounded
body and base. The typical black
and red decoration of this ware is
painted in one register on the shoul-
der. The decorative patterns are
usually geometric (crosshatched
lozenges, hourglasses, hatched tri-
angles, or running spirals), but

Fig. 7.14. Bichrome krater from Tel Nagila (height 25 centimeters)

faunal motifs appear as well. The
quality of the drawing is usually
outstanding. Birds are the most
commonly drawn animals, though
bulls, fish, and cervids appear. Bi-
chrome ware first appears in Canaan
at the end of the Middle Bronze
Age, but it is most common in the
Late Bronze 1. It is, in fact, so
typical of this period that it has
become a diagnostic feature of it, a
fossile directeur.

IMPORTED POTTERY

The Late Bronze Age is charac-
terized by a wealth of imported
pottery, originating in various parts
of the eastern Mediterranean basin
—Cyprus, Mycenae, Syria, and
Egypt. The presence of imports tes-
tifies to the flowering of commerce,
to open sea routes, and to a rather
high standard of living, which al-
lowed the purchase of imported
goods.

CYPRIOT IMPORTS. Base-ring
ware, extremely common in Cy-
prus, is the Cypriot ware most often
encountered in Canaan. The vessels
of this family feature a number of
technical peculiarities. They are
handmade of a fine gray-brown clay
and are fired to a high temperature.
The handle is not applied to the
body but inserted into it. The rall
ring base gives the ware its name.
The vessel’s surface i Jecorated in
vertical and diagonal line groups- :.,
vessels of the earlier base-ring [ vani-
ety, the lines consist of %m:&.
strips of clay; in the later base-1ing
1T vessels they are painted in wr_a.

The most common base-ring
forms are jugs and jugle
forms include a ﬁmrvo:n.rw:m_&
bowl, a long, slender bottle, and 2
lentoid flask. Another form, classi®
fied as base-ring ware
its method of manufacture he
shaped vessel. Of all the form®
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Lat: i
m:nn:Qo_.:wmAM N”M_Nm:.)mm _avo;.ma pottery: Mycenaean pyxis (1), Cypriot
white shaved juglet (3), Syrian bottle (4), Egyptian vase 5)

juglet (no doubt used © convey

Fig. 7.16. Base-ring ware,
Cypriot imports into Canaan




D, approx.
Fig. 7.17. Base-ring jugs (bilbils) (A, B) and poppy capsules (C, pp!
height 2.5 centimeters)

valuable liquids) is the most widely
distributed. R. S. Merriliees suggests
that the juglet was used for the
exportation of opium. Turned up-
side down, the juglet resembles the
poppy capsule from which opium is
extracted.

Base-ring vessels are often used
as chronological indicators for sub-
phases of the Late Bronze Age;
base-ring I vessels are common
mainly in the Late Bronze I, and
base-ring II vessels in the Late
Bronze II. This division is not abso-
lute, for there is an overlap in the
use of the two types of vessels in
both phases.

For white slip ware the charac-
teristic vessel is a hemispheric bowl
with a horizontal wishbone handle
(Fig. 7.16:C). The white or grayish-
white slip covering the interior and
exterior has given rise to the com-
mon appellation “milk bowl.” The
outside of the bow! bears a painted

decoration in shades of brown, The
earlier white slip I ware has care-
fully painted designs, horizontal and
vertical bands of ladder or cross-
hatched pattern, In the later group,
white slip 11, the designs are de-
based. Generally speaking, white
slip I ware can be dated to the Late
Bronze I, and white slip II to the
Late Bronze II-1II. Another, rarely
encountered member of the white
slip family is the elegant tankard
with its protruding handle.

White shaved juglets (Fig.
7.15:3) have the form of common
Canaanite dipper juglets, but their
technique is typically Cypriot. They
are handmade and have an inserted
handle, as in base-ring ware. They
are made of whitish clay, and the
body is pared with a knife. White
shaved juglets appear in considerable
numbers in Late Bronze II-II1
Canaan,

Fig. 7.18. Imported Mycenaean pottery

The Late Bronze Age

MYCENAEAN POTTERY.
Alongside vessels of Cypriot origin,
large quantities of Mycenaean pot-
tery from Greece or Mycenaean-
style pottery manufactured in
Cyprus were marketed in Canaan
during the Late Bronze Age. These
vessels are all expertly wheel-made
and highly fired. The surface is dec-

-orated with simple geometric pat-
terns painted with great precision.

The earliest vessel imported to
Canzan is a kylix (drinking cup) of
Mycenaean II ware, found in Fosse
Temple 1 of the Late Bronze I at
Lachish. Mycenaean imports greatly
increased n_cl._w the Late Bronze 11,
when vessels of Mycenaean I11A
ware were broughe to Canaan. They
ineluded, for the most part, stirrup
vases, pyxides, and pyriform jars. In
the Late Bronze 111 they were re-
placed by vessels of the Mycenaean
IB family. The differentiation be-
tween the two groups of Mycenaean
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ware is of extreme nrao:&o@..nm_ m-
portance, as it permits us to a;m e
tinguish between assemblages o B
fourteenth and thirteenth centuri r.
In a class of their own stand the
Mycenaean chariot _Qman.nm. _mannm.
kraters that portray chariot proc
sions. A complete krater of this vam
was found in a tomb at Tel Dw? an
fragments have appeared at various

sites.

SYRIAN IMPORTS (fig. 7.15:4).
A comparatively rare <nmmmj mz._o__.._w
those imported to Omjmm: is a tall,
slender bottle, red &.mﬁw&. and y
highly burnished. The origin o.m this
vessel, called Syrian bottle, is in )
northern Syria or southern >=m:o.rm.
and it first appears in Canaan during
the Late Bronze IL.

EGYPTIAN IMPORTS (fig.
7.15:5). The considerable influence
of Egypt on the southern coast of
Canaan is faintly reflected in the
importation of limited numbers of
Egyptian ceramic <mmm.m_9 A mmnc
Egyptian vessels, vwnﬁ_nc_mn~v~ m_:.
dleless bag-shaped jars, appear al-
ready in assemblages of the Late
Bronze II, but the bulk of the Egyp-
tian finds come from Late wno_”.Nn
111 contexts, for the most _u.m: in
Egyptian fortresses and nmman:n_mm.

A mixuure of pottery vessels o
varying origin characterizes burial
offerings of the period. .__.. .8:,&“ o
one might find Canaanite jars seale;
with Cypriot bowls and Z%nm..
naean vessels alongside Canaanite
and Egyptian ones. m:.nr Am.rn:oa.
ena testify to the flourishing trade

Fig. 7.19. Mycenaean charioteer vase (height 39 centimeters)
1g. /.19,

2t
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among the disparate parts .om the
eastern Mediterranean basin.

Tombs

Two main tomb types vnm&oim:m.nm
in Late Bronze Age Canaan: burial
caves and pit graves. Other forms of
burial were practiced as E.m_r some
carried over from earlier times m.:.a
others, of apparently foreign origin,
introduced only in the Late mmo_.ﬁm
Age. The m=<nmnmw:n.§. of burial
customs and their origins can .nm<mm_
a great deal about 1.5 population of
Canaan and the social processes that

it underwent.

BURIAL CAVES

The interment of dead in caves
was practiced in Canaan since Early
Bronze uimes, and it was the most
common form of burial in the Mid-
dle Bronze Age. Cave burials were
always multiple burials. The tombs,
used over a long period, accommo-
dated many bodies. In the Middle
Bronze Age, it was the custom :.U_
push the bones of the earlier burials
toward the sides of the cave and to
inter the newly deceased in the nm:,n

ter. In this manner the walls Vnﬂn_na
lined with bone heaps and vc_‘_:
offerings, which Em_‘m.q:oéa a o.mmmm
with the bones of theit oﬂ:m_‘u o
custom continued unchanged :M&.
the Late Bronze Age. .H.rm vRMM
tion over many mm:mnm:o:mro_ e
basic burial custom shows tha o
Canaanite inhabitants of Mr_wwmﬁ.
were direct descendants of t

lier vovc_mlonw ’

The term “cave N ee

pally to natural On.m_..mmon ool

specifically set asi M O abers

though it may include

es, such as
carved for other ﬂ_w_nnmn“”ma ~dapted
. All these ca¥¢
g the Late
jent chara®”
he reus®

tefets princt
aves

water cisterns,
for use as tombs. A
types saw use a_._:_..mw_
Bronze Age, but .arm e
teristic of the petiod ¥

zmsm:

E—

of burial caves hewn i carlier peri-
ods; there are but few caves first cut
during the Late Bronze Age.

As pushing aside skelerons led to
the accumulation of many bodies in
one chamber, each cave is in effect 3
cemetery. It is usually difficult 1o
discover the number of interments
in each cave, as the bopes in most of
the tombs excavated are not well
preserved and those that have been
preserved have often recejved too
little attention. Offerings placed
alongside the deceased graduaily ac-
cumulated, too, with each added
interment, unil the objects num-
bered, in some cases, in the hun-
dreds—most of them ceramic
vessels.

In contrast to the clear con-
tinuity evidenced in the yse of caves
and in the manner of interment,
there were significant changes in the
geographic distribution of this mode
of burial, During the Middle Bronze
Age, cave burials were the most
cmmon burial type, and cave
tombs were present throughout the
country. In the Late Bronze Age,
the burial caves of the coastal plain
were abandoned, never to be reused.
In the hill and Shephelah tegions,
Cave burials were renewed, though
often following a considerable time
lapse. Only rarely was there contin-
80us use of a cave from the Middle
© the Late Bronze Age. Middle
Bronze Age cave tombs reused after
2lapse haye been found a¢ Safed,
Iwaz. Damun in the Carmel,
me_.&o“ Beth Shean, Tell el-Far’ah
ZonF Gibeon, Gezer, Jericho,
rpn_.:m? and Telf Rumeideh in
Hebron, Caves first used in the Late
Brorze Age have been excayared at
E? Ara, .—mncmm_n:—. Tell Jedur, and
Khirpe, Rabud,
w&mw:”_ caves such as L...omn at
Fms., m:M:MMm. Damup, OEQ.::

o »:.v\ o ebron are not m&mnni
tone; €m_.;w:m:~ site, .H.rm hill

€ Virtually devojd of set-
¢ a:::m the Lace Bronze

Age; a review of the distribution
of burial sites, however, reveals a
denser pattern. This may comprise
archaeological evidence of a nonse-
dentary population of the unstable
kind exemplified by the *Apiry of
the El-Amarna letters and other
texts, which harassed the settled
population. This unsettled popula-
tion, which may have been disen-
franchised and therefore unable 1o
maintain its own buria) grounds,
buried its dead wherever it could—
in caves cut by earlier generations or
natwral caves in the hills— and pre-
served the traditiona] burial prac-
tices of the Middle Bronze Age,
being unexposed to new inflyences,
The burial offerings in the caves
were usually modest, consisting
mainly of domestic pottery: cook-
ing pots, kraters, store jars, jugs,
Juglets, and a Breat many bowls,
The choice of household objects and
the lack of special burial vessels
Suggest a strong bond between the
home and the tomp and perhaps a
belief that the tomb Wwas now the
home of the deceased. Luxury items
such as imported Ppottery, metal ob-
jects, precious jewelry, and weapons
are rare, indicating that the standard
of living of the Late Bronze Age hill
People was quite modest,

Multiple cave butial, so conspic-
uously preserving the burja] customs
of earlier generations, implies a con-
servative attitude, with Jiecle attempt
to change _osw‘ﬁm:n::w behavioral
Patterns. It appears that in the hijf
area, well away from the coastal and
valley highways, it was easier to
maintain a traditional life-style, un-
influenced by the new and strange
customs that penetrated the more
susceptible regions.

PIT BURIALS

In contrast to the continuity of
tradition shown in the tombs of the
hill and Shephelah populations, the
burial practices of the inhabitants of
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the coastal plain, and gradually of
the interior valleys, underwent a
radical metamorphosis. In the Lage
Bronze Age, the coastal populations
10 longer buried their dead in tra-
ditional cave tombs, which were
abandoned. They were replaced by
burials in rectangular pits excavated
in the sand or the kurkar rock,
Sometimes the Pits were lined with
stone slabs, termed cjst graves, Most
often burjals were solitary, one
body to a grave. Once sealed, the
tomb was never reopened, and the
repose of the dead was not dis-
turbed. Occasionally two or three
bodies were placed in one grave,
implying a relation between the de-
ceased. The difference between un-
disturbed single pit byrials and
multiple pushed-back cave burials is
50 fundamental thay j¢ must be as-
sumed that the inhabitanss of the
coastal regions radically changed
their outjook on deach and buria).
The change may be ascribed to the
infiltration of Egyptian ideas regard-
ing the need to preserve the body,
ideas that arrived at their fulles
exXpression in the custom of em-
balming. It should not be surprising
to find Egyptian influence ar jts
mostpotent along the Coastal Plain,
and later in the valleys of the inge-
rior, where the main international
routes, closely guarded by Egypt,
passed. The inhabitants of these re-
gions were exposed throughout the
entire Late Bronze Age or even
earlier to Egyptian ideas (a small
number of pit burials appear in the
Middle Bronze Age). In contrast,
the inhabitants of the hill regions
wete outside the scope of Egyptian
interests and thus were free t0 majn-
tain local cultura traditions.

Pit burials appear in extensive
cemeteries. The largest are those of
Tell el-Ajjul, which constantly ex-
panded as the perjod Pprogressed.
Cemeteries have ajso been identified
at Tell Ridan and Dejr el-Balah in
the Gaza Strip, at Tell el-Far'ah



South, at Horvat Humra and Pal-
mahim on the banks of Nahal
Sorek, at Tel Zeror in the northern
Sharon, Tell Abu Hawam on the
banks of Nahal Qishon, the Persian
Garden near Accho, and at Kibbutz
Gesher Ha-Ziv. Toward the end of
the period the custom spread to the
interior valleys, and cemeteries of
is n found at Afula
and at Tell es-Sa’idiyeh in the Jordan
valley. A number of cemeteries re-
veal a dominant alignment of bur-
ials, with the head pointed west, a
typically Egyptian orientation.
Unlike cave burials, where the
tomb offerings are replicas of house-
hold effects, pit burials provide a
distinctive assemblage. The most
important component is one jar or
two, placed upright in the grave and
covered by bowls, sometimes of im-
ported ware, which contain dipper
juglets. Another typical offering
group consists of a jug and a few
bowls. The sealed jars no doubt
contained liquids and the bowls
food; in fact, bowls have been found
to contain the remains of joints of
meat. Pit burials also contain more
luxury items than cave tombs: im-
ported pottery, beads and jewelry,
weapons, and metal pins. It may be
inferred that the coastal dwellers un-
derstood the needs of the departed
differently from the hill people. Fur-
thermore, the coastal people seem to
have enjoyed a higher standard of
living, doubtless due to their prox-
imity to international land and sea

routes.

OTHER FORMS OF BURIAL

Various sites have yielded tombs
that differ from the usual types in
form, manner of construction, or
inclusion of new elements (benches
or niches). In some tombs the
corpse was interred in a container—
a coffin, box, or urn. Most of these
elements first appear in Canaan dur-
ing the Late Bronze Age, though

some may be found at the end of the
Middle Bronze Age. They have no
precedent in local tradition, and
their origins must be sought outside
Canaan, tracing diverse influences
from throughout the region.

BENCH ToMmBs. These are
caves in which burial benches were
left along one or more of the walls
as they were cut. Sometimes, es-
pecially in cases where an earlier
cave was reused, the benches were
constructed of stone. It appears that
the intent was to leave the bodies on
the benches, and several tombs have
been found with complete skeletons
still in that position. However, in
other cases the bones were gathered
into a heap in the center of the cave
to make room for later burials. The
presence of such benches indicates
planning and specific intent in fash-
ioning the tomb chamber, as op-
posed to the random choice evident
in the usual type of burial cave. The
intention of interring each body sep-
arately, on its own shelf, testifies to
a different view of burial, though in
some cases the original intent was
confounded, and the burials took
on the character of the usual cave
tombs.

The best-known instances of
bench tombs come from the ceme-
teries of Tell el-Far’ah South, found
in two groups. One dates from the
thirteenth and twelfth centuries. The
other group (which the excavator
Petrie called “the tombs of the lords
of the Philistines” after discovering
anthropoid coffins and Philistine

pottery on the floor between the
benches) was dated to the twelfth
century. When it became apparent
that anthropoid coffins need not be
linked to the Philistines, a date in
the thirteenth century became feasi-
ble, and the Philistine vessels could
be auributed to a later phase in the
use of the tombs. Because of the
supposed relation between the
bench tombs and the tombs of the

lords of the Philistines, a Mycenaean
origin for this tomb type was as-
sumed. A number of archaeologists
pointed out the resemblance be-
tween the bench tombs and the My-
cenaean chamber tombs and sug-
gested that the bench tomb was
introduced into Canaan by an early
wave of Aegean immigrants, preced-
ing the main wave of Philistines and
other Sea Peoples. A reappraisal of
the characteristic features of bench
tombs and a comparison with the
Mycenaean chamber tombs showed
that the two types are not alike.

At Mycenae, the tombs have no
benches and are approached by a
sloping dromos. It was discovered,
however, that the bench element and
the broad, stepped shaft entrance are
characteristic of Cypriot tombs
from the Middle Cypriot period on-
ward, reflecting the infiltration of
small groups of people from Cy-
prus. Bench tombs have been exca-
vated at Sarepta, north of Tyre, at
Gezer, Lachish, Tell *Eitun, and Tell
el-Ajjul, all sites of the Coastal Plain
and the Shephelah.

TOMBS WITH N1CHES. These
tombs have niches cut into the walls
where the dead were laid. The burial
concept here resembles the original
intent of the bench tombs, as each
body was interred separately in 2
well-defined area. In these tombs
too, however, the bones were some-
times removed from the niches and
cast onto the floor of the chamber.

Niche tombs have been found at
only three sites in Canaan, Telt el
Aijjul, Lachish, and Megiddo. The
most interesting group, the so-called
“horse and loculi” tombs, comes
from the Tell el-Ajjul cemetery and
dates to the very end of the Mid-
dle Bronze Age, »_u_.‘:.oi:_ua._w 1600
B.C.E. The tombs take on <»_”.o=m
shapes, round, oval, or rectilinear:
They are entered from uwoﬁv_ .
through the center of the chambet
which thus serves also as 2 shaft.

Recesses cut into the walls accom-
modate one or two bodies, which
have remained complete and in sjtu,
Some tombs contain a skeleton of a
horse with some bones removed,
placed in the center of the Sar..
The meaning of this custom remains
‘a mystery. A jawbone of a horse was
also found in a niche tomp at La-
chish, one of four such tombs dis-
covered at thar sige, Only two niche
tombs were found at Megiddo; one
of them had only one niche, proving
that the tomb was cut 1o accommo-
date only one person, an unusual
phenomenon in itself,
Like the benches, burial niches
are known in Cyprus from the Mid-
dle Cypriot period onward. The
combination of horse burjals with
niches, however, is known neither in
.Ovﬁa:m nor in any other neighbor-
ing land. Burials of parts of horses
are r.:oé: from contemporaneous
sites in Greece, but they occur in
tombs of a different type. There is as
yet insufficient evidence to relate the
disparate scraps of information,

other than to suggest that the people
?,E.& in the niche tombs, with or
without horses, have some relation
to the Cypriot-Aegean region.

BUILT TOMBS. Tel Dan and
.)_urm_r separated by a considerable
distance, each provide one instance
¢ of a built tomb. Bujlt tombs feature
astructura] chamber, a rare phe-
._w,o:..nzoz in any period in Canaan.
_n””?urnr 8~.=v was damaged by
Savnrozm::o:o:. but the Dan
e as been _unnm.n_.cmm to a height
8.:.: meters, and its manner of
b uction may be observed, It
iy :._ma of a small chamber, 2.2 x
nza EMMQ.“. The walls are corbeled
e Shmvw‘o_w»v_w.mmn_& with a
i stab, which has not been
U»:;«“”M the small chamber of the
F&c&c ; were the remains of 40
e s, of whom 25 were jden-
males (mostly young), 7 as
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females, and 5 as children. They
were interred with a large assem-
blage of pottery vessels and other
objects. There is a prominent group
of Mycenaean imports, among them
a complete chariot vase, as well as
weapons, gold plaques and earrings,
ivory objects, and other bronze, '
bone, and basal; artifacts. The Dan
tomb dates to the fourteenth century
B.C.E., and the Aphek tomb (found
Ina poor state of preservation) be-
longs to the thirteenth century.

Fig. 7.21.  Lamax burial at Cezer
SMALL CERAMIC COFFINS
(LARNAKES). Two terra-cotta lar-
.:urnm have been discovered thus far
in Canaan. One, 3 multihandled
chest with a flat lid, was found in a
bench tomb at Gezer dated to the
mm.an:"r century. It contained two
v.:BuQ child burials, along with the
disarticulated bones of ten more
children and an adult, This tomb
.no:aum:mm the remains of another 89
individuals, strewn over the benches
and the floor of the vomb, The
second larnax, in the shape of a
small, open tub, was found over-
turned in one of the pit graves in
the Persian Garden near Accho,

Fig. 7.20.  Built tomb (the Mycenaean tomb) at Tel Dan
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Fig. 7.22. Gezer larnax (¢éngth 175

centimeters)

with the bones of a young male scat-
tered about, It has been dated to the
fourteenth century.

Larnakes were in common use as
small coffins for secondary burial on
the island of Crete, and they are
closely linked to Minoan culture and
its offshoots. The presence of lar-
nakes in Canaan may imply some
relation with the Minoan world, but
it cannot have been a very significant

one.

jaR BURIALS. Adult burials in
store jars, not to be confused with
the infant jar burials under house
floors characteristic of the Middle
Bronze Age, were common in the
Hittite kingdom, especially in the
last phase of its existence. The dis-
covery of adult jar burials in Canaan
testifies to the arrival of a small
population bearing a foreign burial
custom. As the jar burials are dated
to the early twelfth century (the end
of the Late Bronze Age or the be-
ginning of the Iron Age), the bearers
of this custom may have been refu-
gees from the disintegrating Hittite
Empire.

Jar burials have been encoun-
tered at four sites in Canaan, Kfar
Yehoshua in the Jezreel valley, Tel
Zeror in the Sharon, Tell el-Far’ah
North in the Samaria hills, and
Azor, near Tel Aviv. The finest ex-

ample comes from Kfar Yehoshua.
The deceased, a man of about forty,
was laid full length within two jars
sheared off at the shoulder and
laid face to face. Three flasks were
placed inside the jars, and vessels
were placed round them, as well as a
bronze knife or sickle and the re-
mains of a goat, ox, and pig.

ANTHROPOID COFFINs. The
discovery many years ago of large
pottery coffins of anthropoid form
in the cemeteries of Beth Shean,
Lachish, and Tell el-Far’ah South
attracted much interest, and it was
commonly assumed that they were
the burial coffins of the Philistines
dating to the twelfth century. Since
then, many coffins have been dis-
covered at Deir el-Balah in the Gaza

Strip accompanied by vessels and
objects of undoubted thirteenth-cen-
tury date, and it has been estab-
lished tha there is in fact no relation
between anthropoid coffins and the
Philistines. Rather, the coffins are
linked to the strong Egyptian pres-
ence in Canaan toward the end of
the Late Bronze Age. Many of their
representational details relate to the
Egyptian world of beliefs concern-
ing the needs of the dead and are
found on coffins in Egypt. Most
prominent are the lotus flowers on

the forehead, the Osiris beard (Os-

iris is the Egyptian god of the dead),
and the emblems of Osiris grasped
in the hands. However, in those
coffins found whole there were two
complete adult burials and the bones
of one or two other adult or juvenile
individuals, a departure from the
Egyptian practice of separate inter-
ment for each person. Anthropo-
logical analysis of the skeletal
remains from Deir el-Balah has re-
vealed a resemblance to the popula-
tion of lower Egypt in the Eigh-
teenth and Nineteenth dynasties and
a dissimilarity to Canaanite popula-
tions of the same period. It thus
appears that the people buried at
Deir el-Balah were Egyptians who
lived and died in Canaan. The grave
gifts in the Deir el-Balah cemetery
include, alongside the usual as-
semblage of Canaanite, Cypriot,
and Mycenaean vessels, Egyptian
pottery and other objects of Egyp-
tian origin or form.

Like the larnakes, anthropoid
coffins are not linked to a specific
tomb type. At Deir el-Balah the
coffins were found in pit graves, in
a cemetery that had many similar
graves without coffins. At other
sites, the coffins were placed in cave
tombs already in use, either in hews
burial caves of the usual type (Beth

Shean and Lachish) or in bench
tombs (Tell el-Far’ah).

The analysis of tomb types bas
shown that the Canaanite popula-
tion of the Late Bronze Age was
directly descended from that of the
Middle Bronze Age. This movm_u.
tion gradually became divided ‘58
two groups, the conservative hill
dwellers, who continued to _u:._.v\

their dead in multiple cave burials
and the more cosmopolitan coastal
inhabitants, who were more suscep”
tible to innovation and 2:2:& in-
fluences and buried their %p.m :‘_”
single pit graves. Burial within t _Mn_
settlement, a practice deeply ro0!
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the walls of temples and palaces.
The archaeological evidence for war-
fare, however, is limited mainly to
n.rm Wweapons unearthed in excava-
uons. The decisive innovations jn
ﬁrn Late Bronze Age battlefield con-
sisted of two new weapons, the light
horse-drawn chariot and the fong-
range composite bow. Their exten-
sive use gave the Egyptian armies a
mnﬁm:.a advantage, fully exploited in
Egyptian imperial expansion.

The Late Bronze Age chariot
was a light chariot harnessed 1o two
horses and mounted by two per-
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sons, a driver and a combatant. The
origin of the horse-drawn chariot
_d»u yet 1o be elucidated. The Egyp-
uan word for charjot clearly indi-
cates that it was brought 10 Egypt
from Canaan, though Canaan was
En._.m_z a way station on the route
of its diffusion from the original
source. Egyptian depictions show
m_:: the Canaanite chariots were
lighter than those of the Egyptians
50 light that one man could carry '
a chariot on his shoulder. The
Canaanite chariot wheel had four
spokes, in contrast to the six-spoked

24¢



Fig. 7.23. Depiction of Canaanite char-

iot in an Egyptian wall painting

Egyptian wheel, and the axle was set
somewhat forward of the rear of the
chassis.

The second battlefield weapon,
the composite bow, was constructed
of various kinds of wood and ten-
dons and had an effective range of as
much as four hundred meters, the
greatest range of any ancient weapon.
Though composite bows have
not been found in Canaan, where
organic materials are not usually
preserved, they are mentioned in
Egyptian booty lists from Canaan.
In addition, a multitude of bronze
arrowheads have come to light,
some flat and leaf-shaped, others
reinforced by a midrib. Whether the
two types were used for different
bows is not clear, though it appears
that the Canaanites employed a sim-
ple bow alongside the composite

bow.

Javelins and the heavier spears
served for medium-range combat.
The tips of both weapons, resem-
bling the arrowhead in form, are
often difficult to tell apart. Swords
and daggers were used in hand-to-
hand combat. The most charac-
teristic Late Bronze Age sword is
the sickle-shaped sword; unlike the
sickle, its cutting edge is on the
exterior. A considerable number of
sickle-shaped swords have been
found in Canaan and in Egypt, and
they are typical of the Late Bronze
Age in both places, though they
were introduced toward the end of
the Middle Bronze Age. At close
range, short, straight daggers were
also employed. Like the sickle-

shaped swords, the daggers often
exhibit high standards of metal-
working. The blade and haft are
generally cast in one piece, in a flat
mold. The handle was often de-
signed with a recess in which wood
or ivory could be inlaid. The Ca-
naanite soldier wore a coat of mail

made of scales of armor sewn onto a

leather or cloth jacket. Such metal

scales have been found in excava-

tions, complementing the depictions
in Egyptian wall paintings. A helme;
completed the protective gear of the
foot soldier.

If the art of battle in the open
field saw dramatic advances during
the Late Bronze Age, the art of siege
warfare remained stagnant. Egypy,
the prime factor in the battlegrounds
of the period, did not excel in siege
warfare. The conquest of the city of
Sharuhen, which paved the way for
Egyptian dominion in Canaan and
marks the transition from the Mid-
dle to the Late Bronze Age, dragged
on for three years, according to
Egyptian sources. A siege of three
years implies a tactic of protracted
attrition rather than direct ateack,
and that seems to have been the
usual Egyptian approach. Egypt did
not develop or make use of the
battering ram, a decisive weapon in
Iron Age battles. Though the ar-
chaeological evidence shows that
few towns were encircled by walls,
Egyptian artists portrayed conquest
scenes of fortified towns, attacked

by scaling ladders and other simple
hand-operated means in use as early
as the third millennium s.c.e. In
view of the lack of archaeological
evidence, these scenes should be un-
derstood as artistic conventions
rather than true representations.

Economy and Trade

There is no doubt that mw_.me,c_::.o.
comprised the basis of the Q:.»u::n
economy. The fame of OE,:B: *
“seven kinds” of produce is 00 €**
aggeration; the Jand was suitable for
fruits, and vegetd

g live-
cattle,

raising cereals, :
bles, as well as for breedin
stock such as small and large o
donkeys, and horses. We S::om_m'
whether the land was always m____ B
ciently v_‘cm:nn?n Hom:mv_v\wm.-»:u.
subsistence needs of its inhabi i
fAcient rainfall, mm_xa_
may well have b€
ence and

In years of su
cultural produce T
sufficient for subsist

for exchangeable surplus, but in dp
years, part of the population was
forced to look elsewhere for jis Sus-
tenance, especially to Egypt, whose
fields were watered by the Nile
floods. Biblical and Egyptian
sources describe the descent into
Egypt during extended droughts
and their stories seem to reflect m.
fairly common realiry,

.—.r.n only mineral of marketable
_S_:a. m Canaan was the copper of
the Timnaregion, However, there js
no nwsmn:nm that copper was extracted
during most of the Lage Bronze
Age. No settlements of the period
have been found in the Negev or
Aravah, and in view of the weakness
of the local authorities jy i hardly
likely that any of them would have

rwm Hr.m political power or economic
'nItiative to operate the mines,

nﬂ.nrm end of the period js 52«0:?
evidence for ::.E.:w at Timna, by a
sate-run Egyptian concession, The
Egyptian presence was underlined

y

by the erection near the mines of 3
temple dedicated to Hathor,

_ Despite the dearth of ray mate-
rials, or perhaps for that reason,
Canaan excelled i its crafts, The
wo:w_ﬂm craft was advanced, and the
textile industry (particularly the use

of a purple dye processed from the
murex seasnail) may have been well
developed in Canaan by the Late
Bronze Age. Heaps of split murex
shells were discovered in  late Late
wno:.Nm Age stratum at Accho. Ca-
naanite craftsmen seem also to have
excelled in metalwork in general and
in nrw manufacture of weapons and
chariots jn Particular. The protective
headgear used by Canaanite soldiers
Awm portrayed on the Megiddo jvo-
ries) was of apparently local man-
ufacture, for nothing like it has been
encountered elsewhere, Canaanites
also seem to have

been ex ji
ert jew-
elers, for

& mma Various types of uniquely
.mmzmmz:m Ornaments have been
Identified. Further proof of the ex-

Fig. 7.24. Sickie sword

The Late Bronze Age

pertise of the Canaanjre craftsman
may be found in Egyptian texts,

tasks in Egype,
The Late Bronze Age was
marked by intensive internationg]
:‘»&nu compassing the entire easter;
zma:.m:‘mzm»: basin. Canaan nccr:
an active part jn this traffic, if op}
vmnm—.;n of its location on the EE.-W
arteries of overland trade, The ar-
nr.mmc_cwmnm_ record reveals far mor,
evidence of foreign imports in Ca- ‘
naan than of Canaanite export
abroad. As trade i this period was
based on exchange, Canaan must
have Em::?nn:nna a considerable
quanuty of exporgable goods that
have not been Preserved. As far 54
can be ascertained, agricultura] syr.
plus constituted the bulk of the OM
naanite export trade. Thig may be ]
deduced from the wide distributjon
of the Canaanite jar, a jar specifi-
cally designed for trade and trans-
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Pz e port of liquids, probably the wines

and oils for which Canaan was fa-
mous. Valuable tesuimony t© nva ex-
tent of such trade is provided in an
Egyptian tomb n»:&:m of a Ca-
naanite merchant ship mon.rmm inan
Egypuan port and :.Eo.»m_:m a nM—.mo
of jars. The Canaanite jar an:m
Greece as well, even finding its way
10 a tomb in Athens.

In the Late Bronze 11-111, the
quantity of imported wares becomes
so great that there is r»&? a tomb
or an wvnﬂvéunﬂ& room 2:70_.: at
Jeast one imporied vessel. A com-

bination of vessels from various
sources (Mycenae, Cyprus, Syria,
and Egypt) is characteristic of ce-
ramic assemblages, nm:wn:r%\
tombs, of the period. Though lictle
is known of the content of these
vessels or why they were purchased
in such large quantiies, their num-
bers constitute a unique phenom-
enon in the history of the region. In
addition to the pottery, many differ-
ent raw materials were imported
into Canaan. Copper, the basis of all
metallurgy of the period, was un-
doubtedly the most important, and

Fig. 7.25. Necklaces of gold (length 44 centimeters) and carnelian (43 cen-
g. 7.25.

timeters) beads from Deir el-Balah

it is probable thac copper-rich
Cyprus was the principal source. To
prepare bronze, the metal Eomf
commonly employed by the smiths
of the Late Bronze Age, an alloy of
10-percent tin was needed. The
source of tin has yet to be deter-
mined, though it clearly was im-
ported. Other imported raw mate-
rials for the manufacture of luxury
items include gold, silver, and ele-
phant tusks for the preparation of
carved ivories.

It is not clear whether this exten-
sive international trade was carried
out through direct conracts berween
the diverse regions or via intermedi-
aries, merchants who traveled the
land ot sea routes, loading and un-
loading their goods at each stop, An
ancient wreck discovered some years
ago at Cape Gelidonya, off the
southeastern coast of Turkey, pro-
vides evidence of intensive maritime
trade. This small ship, which was
%v&&:@ headed west, contained
many copper ingots of apparent
Cypriot origin, as well as many
copper implements, most of them
broken, which were no doubt Baw::
to be recast; it may have been a kind
of traveling copper foundry. da
form of the ship suggests chat it was

2 Syro-Canaanite vessel, though lit
e can be said of s crew o owrers.
The cargo of the ship, which emw. )
wrecked toward the end of the tiF
teenth century, reflects the cosmo”
politan character of Late m_‘oﬂwan_a
Age wade. Latelys another Em o
has been found off the cape © 0
tion W
southern Turkey. Tis excava o e
no doubt provide much new 0_5 "
mation ncnnm..i:.m the nrm_wi he
extent of incecnational 1ra
Late Bronze Age ens

A rade aetwork as €% -

thar of the Late Bronze AB e

d

ive 35

nance of open
and on reliable
The land routes #¢¥’

ways that had been i

times. The main trade route of the
ancient Near East was that Jater
known as the Via Maris (the Way of
the Sea), which passed along the
coastal plain and Interior valleys of
Canaan. The settlements along the
highway enjoyed the advantages of
being on the caravan routes, and
they have been found to contain a
larger proportion of imported ves-
sels and objects than do the settle-
ments of the interior and the hill
zones. Secondary routes crisscrossed
the country, servicing the sites of the
interior. As for conveyances, the
donkey appears still to have been the
main beast of burden, and donkey
caravans bore the main burden of
rade. Horses were domesticated
mainly for military use, to draw
chariots. Though there is no evi-
dence for the use of ox-drawn carts,
such as appear in the reliefs of the
migrant Sea Peoples, their use can-
not be ruled out.

The arts of maritime navigation
and shipbuilding had to be greatly
developed during this period, for it
is difficult to imagine the pursuir of
the intensive trade with Cyprus and
Greece withour the benefit of ad-
vances in sea transport. Litde is
known of the ships of the period,
as the number of ships so far dis-
covered is not great. The Cape
Gelidonya and Kas ships have pro-
vided invaluable data on the struc-
tute of Late Bronze Age ships and
the character of ancient seafaring. It
would appear that a considerable
Proportion of sea travel was coastal.
Zo.éam:a was generally by day,
Malntaining eye contact with the
“_._“_oh“ at night the ships anchored at
fime MOv”m This method of mar-
nchogy Mvo_ﬁ Uﬁnﬁ on ?nmza:n
amal 8¢, may explain the rise of

" Port towns along the Ca-
NSaNite coast, such as Tel Nami, Tel
znwm&a and Shi '
Patof Hr,« 1gmona. Another
o0 e onmma» S.nn_m was pursued
Crete ang M sea; traffic between
F::w have m%?. for example, could

aken another route.
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Fig. 7.26. Portrayals of Canaanites in an Egyptian wall painting

Canaapite Culture

The Late Bronze Age marks the
zenith of Canaanite culture. During
this period of high living standards
and flourishing international trade,
Canaan was open not only to inno-
vations in art and religion but also
to material achievements attained
throughout the west Asian and east-
ern Mediterranean expanse. In two
important facets of cultusal achieve-
ment, art and writing, Canaan made
a vital contribution to the advance-
ment of human culture as a whole.

SCRIPTS AND THE INVENTION OF
THE ALPHABET

Owing to the cosmopolitan char-
acter of Late Bronze Age Canaan,
all forms of writing prevalent in the
Near East were extant in Canaan.
The predominant script was the Ak-
kadian cuneiform, Akkadian being
the international language of diplo-

macy at the time. Even the king of
Egypt used this language and script
in his correspondence with the kings
of independent states of equal stand-
ing and with the vassal rulers of the
Canaanite cities. The El-Amarna
letters, as well as the somewhat ear-
lier Ta’anakh letters, were all written
in Akkadian cuneiform script. As
literacy, particularly in foreign
tongues, was not widespread, every
ruler, great or small, must have em-
ployed scribes and interpreters who
aided him in conducting his foreign
affairs. Another interesting docu-
ment written in Akkadian cuneiform
is a fragment of a tablet bearing a
portion of the famed Mesopotamian
Epic of Gilgamesh found at Me-
giddo, which appears to have been
employed in teaching the Akkadian
language. This tablet shows that lit-
erary works were available in Me-
giddo and suggests that a scribal
school existed at the site.
Another script used in Canaan at



Fig, 7.27. Proto-Canaanite and proto-
Sinaitic inscriptions from Lachish (A) and
from Sinai (8, C)

this time was the Egyptian hiero-
glyphic script and its variants, For-
mal hieroglyphic script was used in
official texts, such as the stelae erec-
ted by kings of the Nineteenth Dy-
nasty at Beth Shean 10 commemo-
rate their victories in the region ora
fragment of a stela from Tel Kinrot.
Monumental hieroglyphic inscrip-
tions containing the names of Egyp-
tian monarchs appear on stone
doorjambs at Beth Shean and ac
Jaffa. The name of Ramesses III was
inscribed on a metal object in the
destruction layer of Lachish. Royal
scarabs have been found all over the
country. Most common are the
scarabs of Thutmose [LI, Amen-
hotep II, and Ramesses II, the kings
who reigned when Egypt’s presence
in Canaan was the strongest. A con-
siderable number of Egyptian docu-
ments written in hieratic script, the
cursive Egyptian script, have been
discovered, particularly in the
southern sites of Lachish and Tel
Sera’. These are notes and admin-
istrative lists reflecting the activity
of the Egyptian government in
Canaan.

A so-far undeciphered script was
found incised on elongated clay tab-
lets from the site of Deir 'Alla in the
Jordan valley. These signs are remi-
niscent of the Minoan linear script.
A clay bulla from Aphek (a lump of
clay used to seat rolled up letters)
bears a seal impression with Hiuite
hieroglyphic characters. These in-
stances all bear witness to the extent
of the international relations of Ca-
naan in the Late Bronze Age.

The local Canaanite tongue was
late to develop its own script. In
the Late Bronze Age two different
writing systems came into being.
Though the two systems use differ-
ent characters, they share an :,:vm:..
tant feature—both are alphabetical

scripts, that is, each character repre-
sents only a single phoneme. There
was no longer any need for the
hundreds of signs used in contem-

porary writing systems such as
cuneiform or Egyptian hieroglyphs,
where each sign represents a com-
plete word or syllable or serves as a
determinative. In the alphabetical
script there are few signs, corre-
sponding to the small number of
phonemes used in speech. The al-
phabet liberated script from the con-
crete concept expressed in the word
and made it an abstract tool, allow-
ing expression in stylized characters
that bear no relation to the meaning
of the words. The invention of the
alphabetic script is the most vivid
expression of the intellectual bent of
the Canaanites and of their positive
attitude toward abstract expression,
The earliest alphabetic system of
writing known is that termed the
proto-Sinaitic script, a group of such
inscriptions having been found in
the eastern part of the peninsula, in
and about the Egyptian temple ad-
jacent to the turquoise mines at
Serabit el-Khadim. A series of char-
acters was inscribed in an unskilled
hand on Egyptian stelae dedicated to
Hathor of the mines. Some of the
characters, such as those that depict
a hand or a fish, may be interpreted
as pictographs and are reminiscent
of hieroglyphs. But when scholars
added up the different characters
appearing in the inscriptions, there
were only 27; the small number
suggested that the script was alpha-
betic, The deciphering of the proto-
Sinaitic inscriptions proved that
their language was Om:u»::w and
that they consist of benedictions
dedicated to a goddess S:R.* Ela
Ba’alat, perhaps the Canaanit® name
of the Egyptian goddess Hathor.
Accompanying inscriptions :E.T_
tion various persons by name: e
and position. They may have bee
inscribed by Canaanite slaves or )
workmen employed by A.rm mwwm_u §
tians in the turquoise mines nﬂn hmm.
They are generally dated 10 ¥

teenth century-

¢ or

Fig, i
8.7.28. |achish ewer and its inscription

5:,“.““ wmmwno.wiuin script under-
Bonne o Pment during the Late
e .H.w_..a. at ﬂrw Canaanite urban
_595_.h Is seripe has become
tome of :um ?ﬂﬁo.ﬂsnumiz, and
by mm_. 1est inscriptions dage
B >o the n:..m of the Middle
Proroe e ML:.—WH_M.NEW Am_.o.z_ the few
s o nscriptions so far
Ya g » WIS method of writing
i tered concepyy, 1l i
invengon . Ptually after jis
the o e developmen was for
Part graphic, the characters

wﬂ&:m:% losing their resemblance to
Pictographs and becoming progres-
m:w_v. linear. The proto-Canaanite
Script gave rise, in the {ron Age, to
paleo-Hebrew, Phoenician, and
Aramaic scripts, each of which fa-
thered subbranches thar eventually
developed into scripts seill in use to
this day. Thus, the proto-Canaanite
was the father of alf alphabetic
seripts, and its invention was with-
out doubt Canaan’s most significant
contribution to world culture.

The Late Bronze Age

At Ugarit, the large Canaanite

city on the northern €oast of Syria,
an alphabetic script was amﬁ_omnmu

during the Late Bronze Age based
on cuneiform signs. As far a5 we
know, Ugaritic writing developed

independently of the proto-Sinajtic

and proto-Canaanite seripts of

.mo:"rn_.: Canaan, The independent
'nvention of two systems restifies to
the urgent need for a new System of

woting, perhaps because of the up-

mqmonam::& development of interna-
tional trade, in which the Canaanites

were prime movers, The Ugaritic
alphabet contains 30 characters, of
which 27 are consonants and Jare
vowels. It was employed in Ugarit
a..:.iw. the fourteenth and thirteenth
centuries and has been preserved in
arich archive of :S_.m_.v.. religious,
economic, and legal texts found at
ﬂrw. site. Isolated inscriptions in this
script found in southern Canaan
(Beth Shemesh, Ta’anach, and Aph-
ek) show that it was disseminated
outside Ugarit. Unlike the southern
Canaanite scripts, Ugaritic had no
successors, and it went out of use
when Ugarit was laid waste at the
end of the Late Bronze Age.

ART

The rulers of Canaan did not cus-
tomarily immortalize their achieve-
ments in monumenta) sculptures and
reliefs such as thosc commissioned
.vv\ the great kings of the neighbor-
ing kingdoms. This js no doubt a
corollary of the subordinate status
wm the Canaanite princes, who at no
time during the Late Bronze Age
were independent or capable of de-

S:dim:m the political and military
ho_.o_.mw of their kingdoms. There
1s, therefore, no monumental Ca-
.:E::.R art treating of historical sub-
Jects, and we must make do with the
ornamental and miniature arts and
with the few instances discovered in
€xcavarions of monumental religious
sculpture.
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STONE SCULPTURE AND RE-
L1gks. Monumental sculptures and
reliefs in stone have been discovered
so far only at Hazor and Beth
Shean. The objects are made of
basalt, the durability of which has
no doubt contributed to their pres-
ervation. They were discovered in
the various temples excavated at the
site, and their subject matter was
religious.

The largest item of sculpture dis-
covered so far in Canaan is the lion
orthostat from the Area H temple at
Hazor. The lion is portrayed by a
combination of two techniques:
while the body is shown in high
relief, the head and forelegs are
shaped in the round and protrude
from the front of the orthostat. The
unfinished rear of the orthostat and
the round dowel holes drilled along
its upper edge indicate that the lion
was set into the wall of the temple,
as the right doorjamb of the main
entrance. The Hazor lion excels in
its naturalistic design and in the high
quality of its workmanship. The
lion’s head is a powerful three-di-

mensional portrait, sparing in de-
tails, which gives the impression of
majestic calm, The body is executed
in high relief, with simple, well-
defined contours. Details include
the mane, which tapers to a stylized
horn-shaped tip, and the tail, which
curls under the hindleg and around
the lion’s back. The hindleg is small
in proportion to the rest of the body
and is the only limb of unnatural
proportions. The most interesting
aspect of this work of art is the
transition from the flat modeling of
the lion’s body to the three-dimen-
sional execution of the head and
forelegs. The point of transition is
camouflaged in a sophisticated way
by the mane, which covers both the
sculptured neck and the relief shoul-
der of the lion. The problematic
transition is further masked by the
pattern of incised triangles repre-
senting the mane.

Another, smaller lion (33 X 44
centimeters), also carved on a basalt
orthostat, was found in the Area C
temple at Hazor. Like the larger
lion, the body is carved in relief on

Fig. 7.29. Lion orthostat-from Area C temple at Hazor (height 44 centimeters)
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one side of the orthostat, while the
head and forelegs project to the fore,
but the execution is less refined, and
the artist confined himself to outlin-
ing the contours of the body and the
limbs. The stance is different from
that of the large lion; the smaller
lion is not crouched in repose bug
appears to be raised on its haunches,
perhaps about to leap, its mouth
open in a roar. The mane again
terminates in a horn and is accentu-
ated with incisions.

The head of yet another lion, or
rather lioness, as it has no mane,
was found in Area A in the upper
city of Hazor. This could be the
remnant of a pair of lionesses guard-
ing the entrance to the upper city
palace or temple. The three Hazor
tions prove that the lion was of
particular significance in the concep-
tua] world of the people of the Late
Bronze Age, perhaps as a symbol of
potent protective power.

Lions are also portrayed on a
basalt stela found at Beth Shean. Th

stela, 92 centimeters high, is com-

posed of two rectangular registers, i

each containing a separate scene..
The upper register depicts a battle’2
between a dog and a lion, or per<
haps a lion and a lioness engaged:
courtship. The two animals are?
raised on their hindlegs and mon.m».
triangular composition. They ar9
equal size, and the lion’s mane !
modeled, as in the Hazor ortho!
by triangular incisions. On "rnw__,o
shoulder is a star, of unknown Sig
nificance, In the lower scene &m
faces left, in apparent triumph, 3
while the other figure, shown
hind the lion, bites his rump:
The mouif of the lion, partl

ief li rding thés

larly the relief lion guarding L33 ;
entrance to palaces or templesis
well known in north Syrian 88
Hittite cultures. An example 208
in the city of >_m_m_ﬂ_”. in ac._mm,
Syria. The Alalakh __cnu.nomoa
those of Hazor in some IMP23
details, the tail passing thr

hindlegs and curling over the back
or the incised mane yerm
horn, which indicates th
shop responsible for the
at INANo._. and Beth Shean was related
to artistic schools of northern Syria
and the Hitrite kingdom. The Ala-
lakh lions are crude and s
and their execution is far less refined
.ﬁrus that of the Hazor lions, prov-
ing that though the Canaanite argjst
may not have been imaginative in his
choice of theme, his artistic stan-
dards were high,

inating in 5
at the work-
lion reljefs

chematic,

Two small basalt statues of male
figures from Hazor might be at-
tributed to the same school of sculp-
tors; they 100 are reminiscent of i

Fig. 7.30.

Lion and dog orthostat from Beth

statues from Alalakh. One comes
from the Area H temple and the
other from the temple in Area C.
The Area C statue retains the char-
acter of the basalt block of which it
was fashioned, The features are ex-
tremely schematic,
blocklike,

features of

and the statue js
without open spaces. The
the second state are far
more natural, and there is 3 hollow
under the seat, giving the statye a
less massive aspect. The two figures
are seated in calm, erect pose, the
>_dm. H statue on 3 tall-backed chajr
and its counterpart on a stool, The
two males are smooth shaven; the
Area H figure wears a wig or head-
dress, while the Area C figure js

Shean (height g9 centimeters)

centimeters)

_

The Late Bronze Age ‘

bareheaded. Bosh hold thejr hand
on their knees, though the latter )
appears to be 8rasping a vesse| of
object of some kind. The Are, H
mwcmm bears no En:ﬁ.@;:m features
and it has been suggested that ji
represents a king. The Areg C figure
has the emblem of the inverted cres.
cent on its breast and sq may be
identified as 5 deity, perhaps the
moon god. The heads of both stat-
ues were purposely removed and
cast 3 short distance from the
bodies, clearly attesting to the deljb.-
erate desecration of the sacred ob-
jects, as does the burial of the large
lion o:.roﬁmn. The burial of disused
Statues in or pear temples is also
known at Alalakh, further evidence

Fig. 7.31.  Statue of seated deity from
Area H temple at Hazor (height 40
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ui the close ties between Hazor and
the North.

Other basalc reliefs from the
Hazor temples include the Area C
temple stelae (particularly the one
bearing the relief of the upraised
hands, crescent, and disk) and, from
Area H, a large bowl with a running
spiral design, a pattern characteristic
of the Mycenaean world, where it
appears on pottery vessels and other
objects.

1VORY CARVING. The Late
Bronze Age, especially the one hun-
dred years or so between the end of
the fourteenth century and the early
twelfth century B.C.E., is rich in
ivory objects. They are small ar-
tifacts, usually flat plaques inlaid in
wooden furnishings or boxes to add
to their value and beauty. There are
also three-dimensional objects made
entirely of ivory, such as pyxides,
bottles, or stoppers carved in the
likeness of small figurines. Ivory
comes from elephant tusks, and it
was brought to Canaan from Egypt

or from North Syria, where ele-
phants were hunted as late as the
early first millennium, as described
in various Assyrian documents. Ivory
was a precious commodity, and it
was collected and hoarded by poten-
tates as a highly valued exchange
item. In Canaan, ivory carving is
first encountered in the Chalcolithic
period, but after that time there is a
long lapse in the art of ivory-work-
ing, ending only in the Middle
Bronze Age II. During that period,
and 1o a greater extent during the
Late Bronze Age, ivory carving was
reinstated as one of the most impor-
tant branches of Canaanite art.
Canaanite ivory work exhibits
the hallmark of all Canaanite art,
eclecticism. While the art of basalt
sculpture characterizing northern
Canaan was linked to artistic tradi-
tions of northern Syria, the art of
ivory carving echoed several tradi-
tions, first and foremost the Egyp-
tian school. The Canaanite ivory
carver was acquainted with the tech-
nigues and themes prevalent in

Fig. 7.32. tvory pyxis from Megiddo (height 12 centimeters)

Egypt and was able to imitate them
in his own workshop. However, the
Egyptian themes are accompanied
by motifs copied from objects im-
ported into Canaan from diverse
lands such as Mycenae, Cyprus, or
Anatolia and hoarded in the treas-
uries of the Canaanite rulers. The
mixture of elements is the leading
characteristic of Canaanite art,

The most important collection of
ivories was unearthed in the treasury
of the king of Megiddo, the cellar
west of the stratum VIIA palace,
Strewn on the floor of the cellar
were 380 objects and fragments col-
lected over about 150 years. One of
the outstanding objects in this trea-
sure is a square pyxis adorned in
high relief with the figures of lions
on three sides and sphinxes on the
fourth. The lions, like those of
Hazor, exhibit northern (Syrian or
Hittite) influence, and the object
may have been imported from Syria.
On the fourth side, two facing
sphinxes are portrayed. Their heads
are missing and, to judge by the
holes remaining in the neck, they
were modeled separately.

A fascinating group of objects
includes elongated ivory plaques en-
graved with scenes. Of particular
renown is a victory celebration de-
picted on a knife handle. A proces-
sion moves from right to left toward
the king, who is seated on 2 throne
decorated with winged sphinxes.
Two women face the king; one offers
him a beverage and lotus flowers
while the other plays a lyre. Behind
the women is a battle scene: a ¥ar”
rior stands in a chariot dra¥n gﬁ
two horses to which two nude pris”
oners are tied. They are _n.n_ by um
soldier bearing a round shield an “.,
spear. Behind the king, £° serval
serve a beverage from a large Jar
decorated with animal heads >=
winged solar disk hovers betwe€

Fig. 7.
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Fig. 7.33,

34, Hittite ivory from Megiddo

(height 10.2 centimeters)

vory plaque (knife har dle) fro, Megiddo (le gth 26 cent eters)




Fig. 7.35. Aegean ivory from Megiddo (height 9.2 centimeters)

pen case inscribed with the name
and titles of the scribe who owned it
(dated to the days of Ramesses III),
are original Egyptian objects .
brought to Megiddo.

Another collection of ivories was
found in the last of the Lachish
Fosse Temples. It is mare or less a
contempotary of the Megiddo cache
but is more homogeneous, revealing
more clearly the Egyptian sources of
Canaanite glyptic art. A prominent
item is a bottle in the form of a

the chariot and the horse. This
motif, along with the general char-
acter and composition of the scene,
suggests considerable Egyptian in-
fluence on this Canaanite creation.
Scenes of battle and of victory ban-
quets appear on other ivory plaques
in the Megiddo hoard. Some plaques
are executed in a different technique,
that of cutout relief. One such
plaque bears the portrait of the
Egyptian deity Bes; another por-
trays a sphinx with large wings, a
hybrid of elements of Egyptian (the
coiffure and feathered headdress)
and Aegean (the wings) origin. The
stylized palm motif becomes a cen-
tral theme in Iron Age Phoenician
art, a tradition grounded in the
hybrid Canaanite style.

In the Megiddo cache there are
also objects of obvious foreign ori-
gin. Such is a plaque with a typical
Hittite scene consisting of two kings
or gods portrayed antithetically;
they are dressed in characteristic
Hittite garb, a close-fitting cap and a
long robe, and they grasp a curved
object. These figures are borne on
row upon row of Hittite divinities
with the aspect of hybrid animals.
Above the kings appears the solar
disk motif. The plaque is one of a
handful of Hittite objects found in

Canaan.

There are also some objects from
the Mycenaean sphere, among them
a plaque depicting a sphinx, and
combs of apparent Cypriot origin.
A number of items, including a

standing woman. The fower part of
the bottle is made of a large intact
section of elephant tusk. The upper
part, which includes the hands,
neck, and head of the female figure,
was made separately. A spoon, into
which the contents of the bottle
(perfumes or cosmetics) could be
poured, was inserted into the head.
Such objects are held by Canaanites
or Syrian tribute bearers portrayed
in Egyptian wall paintings. Another
object from Lachish is a fragment of
a carved pyxis. It portrays animals
locked in combat, including a charg-
ing bull in the upper register remi-
niscent of the bulls shown at the
bottom of the Hittite plaque from
Megiddo.
From the governor’s residence at
Tell e)-Far’ah South come the re-
mains of an ivory-inlaid wooden
box. There is a banquet scene and a
depiction of a Nilotic environment.
Here too, style and theme are close-
ly linked to the Egyptian tradition,

Fig. 7.36. Bronze bull figurine from Hazor (height 4.3 centimeters)

yet a :.c:.:unn of local motifs revea]
.nrmﬁ chis s a typical hybrid Canaan-
ite product,

METALWORKING. Canaanijte
metalwork wag fargely confined 1o
small objects. A bu] cast in bronze
found in the Area 1 temple at .
Hazor, has minugcule dimensions
ﬁnwm.aw 5 centimeters), byt jr natu-
ralistic and powerful stance give it
an .»_Bo,ﬂ monumenta) character,
This statuette, reminiscent of Sytian
moldwork, testifies 1o the high stan-
dards of the Canaanire craftsman
.,E:: standard also finds mxvau&m:
ina :.:B_uon of small idols, Pparticu-
larly in a group from Megiddo.

Apart from these, the products of
Om:m.»::m metalworking are not jm-
pressive, and they consist mostly of
.mmcznnm of gods and goddesses cast
in flat molds, Stylistically, as in the
realms of stone and ivory carving,
Owﬁwix metalworking exhibits 2
mixture of Egyptian, Syrian, and
Acegean elements, Precious metals
were .E.iv\ used for objects other
than jewelry. An engraved gold
plaque was found crumpled in the
Lachish acropolis temple; once
opened, it revealed the portrait of a
goddess standing on a horse, em-
Wﬂwmnwhu nrm. repoussé technique,
: AM ess is nude and weaps 2
S hids g o
owers, and
the horse wears 5 coat of E»m._.

Conclusion

mr“__m Bronze Age Canaan was
m_wwcmﬁzn& by two main factors:
o M%M:m the cultures of the eqst-
nn:uun Iterranean basin, Politically,
o m: was part of the Egyptian
o 3 m_.& L..E influence of Egypt
o o:nmﬂ:_u_m In many realms, Op
the g nn:;pm:am Egypt braught about
g of the O.mznm:_.no city and
Ky : 1t reduction in the popu-
nr:»% Canaan. Oy, the other,
¥as opened 1o Egyptian

religious and artistic values, and
these left their mark iy the form of
changes in burial customs and in the
development of artistic styles. The
lands of the easterp Mediterranean
r»ﬂ.ﬁ influenced Canaaq through in-
tenstve commerce rather than by
imperial domination. Canaan was
mmm.nm.v:_u_m to developments in jrs
vicimty and recejved many cultural
elements from it neighbors in the
nnm::m. of religion, architecture,
nmz:q:nm. and ary, Zﬁo.&?m »z‘m
alloying the diverse influences, Ca-
naan forged a culure of its 08,:
which reached jes zenith in the m.mﬁ
Bronze Age.
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