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Despite the historical damage done
to canal there are many efforts to
restore the canal.

4 UNION ST BRIDGE

The Union Street bridge is the fourth
stop. As you look to the north you can
see the NYCHA buildings that we
mentioned at the start of the walk, the
Gowanus Houses on the left and the
Wyckoff Gardens on your right. Here
you can also see one of the old oil and
gas processing plants. It may not look
like much now but this was a major
point source of pollution in the canal in
the past. Take note as the neighbor-
hood starts to change here.

5 ESPLANADE 365 BOND ST 7 THE SALT LOT

Y ou have now reached your fifth stop.
This site of new luxury residential and
commercial building esplanade that is
open to the public called sponge park. It
is about 1,800 square feet surrounding
the street end rain gardens along the
banks of the Gowanus Canal. The
sponge park helps to capture and
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clean stormwater runoff from 2nd
Street; this reduces combined sewage
overflows into the canal. Also take note
of the CSO point as you approach
Carroll St Bridge.

6 WHOLE FOODS

As you walk past the Whole Foods
store look above to see the green-
house on top of the building. The
greenhouse is part of Gotham Greens,
a New York City based business.

Walk through the Whole Foods park-
ing lot and towards the edge of the
water. Here you can see the sponge
park along the edge.

At the dead end you have reached the
final stop. This is the second proposed
site for the two combined sewage over-
flow tanks. The Salt Lot also provides
green space. This green space began
with a collaborative effort between the
Department of Sanitation of New York
and Gowanus Canal Conservancy.
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