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This course explores the issues that arise at the intersection of questions 

about law and justice. We will critically analyze the nature and sources 

of law and legal institutions from the perspective of moral and political 

philosophy. Specifically, we will focus on topics such as equality and 

discrimination, the nature and sources of rights, the relationship between 

liberty and social (and governmental) control, the justification for 

punishment (including the death penalty), and the nature of, and 

approaches to, terrorism. We will engage with texts in legal history, 

legal philosophy, social and political philosophy, and court decisions. 
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