February 2015 Event Highlights

February 10: Tutorials Resume j

New Schedule!!! - ]
Tuesdays — Thursdays, 4pm — 6pm (@ Brooklyn College

Regents Prep, SAT Prep, Homework Help | For ALL Grades

February 11: 2" Wednesday Pro Talks

Join us to learn about the speaker’s path from high school to
career. For ALL Grades.
4:30PM-5:30PM

Brooklyn College, Ingersoll 1428

February 13: McNair Poster Presentation

See poster presentations by Ronald McNair Scholars, Trio
participants. Seats are limited. Registration is required.
Meet at Brooklyn College|8:00AM-2:30PM

February 17: ETS Panel Presentation

Learn about the history and offerings of special opportunity
programs at community colleges. For ALL Grades.

Hosted at Brooklyn College, Ingersoll 1428. Lunch Provided.
Please RSVP @ Educational TS@brooklyn.cuny.edu
12:15PM-2:15PM

February 19: Community Service Kickoff

Speak with your ETS counselor for more information.
For ALL Grades|/0:004AM-2:00PM

Sign up for academic
assistance today!
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Spring SAT Prep

ETS is proud to announce that free SAT prepara-

tion courses will be taking place this spring se-

mester.

Register by March 6, 2015—application avail-
able: www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/talentsearch

Classes will follow the below schedule:
3/7,3/21, 3/28, 4/6, 4/7, 4/18, 4/25

Sign up today!!
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Find us on &S
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Instagram
‘Brklyncollegetrio’
Contact ETS
718.951.5593

FAFSA NIGHT

WHO? Graduating Seniors
WHEN? March 3oth 4:30pm
WHERE? Brooklyn College

Financial Aid specialist, Michael Turner will

arch 3oth
N o

be on site at Brooklyn College\

’ Brooklyn College
TR'O Educational Talent Search

TALENT SEARTCH

718.951.5593 www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/talentsearch EducationalTS@brooklyhn.cuny.edcu

Spring 2015 Edition

Letter from the Director

Mr. Clarke
Dear ETS Family!

Happy New Year! As we kick off the second half of the 2014-
2015 school year, I am astounded by all that was accomplished in the
first half. Our students participated in several events that raised aca-
demic and social awareness.

Students had an opportunity to visit
both CUNY Medgar Evers and CUNY Brook-
lyn College. At Medgar Evers students learned
about the admissions process, financial aid,
and special opportunities programs such as
CUNY Start. Beyond simply seeing the differ- -
ent buildings, students were taken to the re-
cently renovated library and state-of-the-art medical training labs. The
Brooklyn College tour was jammed packed
with robotic exercises, a student panel hosted
by the Women of Color student club, and a
presentation by Assistant Director of Admis-
sions and Recruitment, Mr. Milton. ETS
would also host Canton College, SUNY
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Senioritis
by Jahvon Stephen

Senioritis symptoms include laziness, the
excessive wearing of sweatpants, lack of
studying and a generally dismissive atti-
tude. The only known cure is a phenome-
non know as graduation. Senioritis is
easy to catch and hard to get rid of. It
can also be dangerous for your future
plans. Every year colleges take back
their offers of admission or re-structure
financial aid packages because of senior-
iis.

But of course, sleeping late and not doing
homework is a feeling many teens just
can’t resist. Believe it or not, sleep plays
an important role in thinking and learn-
ing. Lack of sleep impairs attention,
alertness, concentration, reasoning and
problem solving. This makes it more dif-
ficult to learn efficiently. Also, during the
night various sleep cycles play a role in
consolidating memories in the mind. So
get some rest!

To avoid senioritis one should write
down the goals you want to achieve.
Maintaining good grades for example, is
challenging enough without having to
resist the urge to slack off because there
is nothing making you achieve high
marks. When its time to hit the books it
is important to turn off the TV, put your
phone on silent and log out of your social
media. Good study practices ward off
senioritis like garlic to a vampire.

So go! Write your goals for the New
Year. And if you've already done so,
then take a nap. And when you arise,
think, Have I done all my homework?
Good Luck!

(Continued from page 1)
where students received up-to-date information on Canton’s application process
and why it may be a great fit for college.

Besides college visits and information sessions, we conducted two SAT preparation
workshops and regularly scheduled afterschool tutorials. The number of students
participating in tutorials has increased and we hope that you claim your spot in our
upcoming spring tutorials.

Lastly, we had the pleasure a variety of guest speak-
ers. Attending “Let’s Talk About Mental Illness” was
Hakeem Rahim who gave our students his own firsthand
experience as a college student realizing he has a mental
illness, dealing with it, and joining the work world with it.
He explained his condition and encouraged the audience to
look passed the stereotypes that make people judgmental
and afraid of people with mental illness in general. =~ We also brought our guest
speakers to you. Undergraduate college students visited George Westinghouse,
College Preparation, School for Human Rights, Brooklyn Bridge Academy, and
Youth Community Development. These students shared valuable advice about
how to prepare for college and the do’s and don’ts for college success.

I am excited about all that we have accomplished thus far, but I am even more en-
thusiastic about the wonderful events that the ETS team has put together for each of
you. | encourage you to take advantage of as many events as possible. Please feel
free to share your ideas for events if you do not see something that interests you on
our second semester calendar.

All the best to you all! Let’s finish out this school year strong and together!

Meet the Staft!

Ms. M. Gordon

Brooklyn College has played an interesting role in my life, way before I started high
school. I had my junior high school graduation in the Whitman Auditorium. My
mom looked around before going inside and said “It would be nice if Michelle went
to school here.” My mom got her wish twice over, when I completed my undergrad
and graduate studies in English at Brooklyn College. After graduation, I thought I
would be a journalist and see the world. However, something told me that I would
end up back at Brooklyn. And here I am. Being a part of the TRiO Program has
pushed me into exploring my new goal of becoming a teacher. My mom and sisters
took over the role of being my teachers, before I started school in the second grade.
Thanks to the encouragement of my mom, getting an education was always some-
thing my sisters and I strived for. My relationship with my autistic brother is an-
other reason for my wanting to be a teacher. Knowing that your students learn so
many things from you, and you from them, it’s important to leave a positive and
lasting impression. I want them to question everything, even things I tell them.
Never let that sense of wonderment fade. If you want to know more about me,
watch “Daria.” She’s kind of my alter ego.

Mr. B. Gill

Hey Guys! So what has two thumbs, absolutely loves to mentor, enjoys an increased
heart rate and has the ability to become invisible??? The answer is “THIS GUY!”
Hello there, My name is Brian Gill. I am a new Pre College Counselor at the Brook-
lyn College Talent Search Program, TRIO .~>1 am a first generation American. My
parents are Eastern European and came to this country like most to find a better life
for them and their family. They didn’t know much but knew that I NEEDED to go
to college. Unfortunately since they were new here when the time came, they didn’t

really know the proper protocol for applying for higher education. Confounded by the fact my guidance coun-
selor wasn’t as helpful as I would have preferred, the college process was a difficult and tumultuous time for
me. In all fairness I was not assertive enough to ask questions due to shyness, but all the same it could have
been easier. Eventually I did find my way, and continued working tirelessly towards two masters degrees in the
counseling field. The experience in high school had left a lasting impression though as my ideal profession was
becoming a guidance counselor. Well let me just say first off that to help students so they wouldn’t have to go
through what I went through during that challenging time for college decisions. I firmly believe in this program
because of the personal and emotional ties I have to TRIOs program goal. As I stated I am first generation and
fall into a low income social economic status as well. I believe today’s youth, particularly those who fall into
both categories have a difficult time with their education and college selection process and that’s why I whole-
heartedly believe in TRIO’s mission of helping the youth of Brooklyn get into higher education. Aside from
my professional counseling, I have a strong love for martial arts.

I have trained in several martial arts including Muay Thai, western Boxing and Brazilian Jui Jitsu. I have and
continue to compete for my personal sense of satisfaction but I also train youngsters in the martial arts as well.
I believe that the arts teach a youngster more than self —defense techniques. Confidence, leadership, teamwork,
etc are all notions that are taught and brought forth when teaching these youngsters martial arts. There is a
similarity in coaching sports and motivating/counseling students in an educational setting as well and I thor-
oughly enjoy both. I hope to make a lasting impression on each and every student I come across. Unfortunately
that probably isn’t going to happen as I always say “ you can take a horse to the river but you cant make it
drink.” But I do the best I can and come from the heart and every student I can help and every student who
wants my assistance will get the best quality aid possible.

Ms. C. Simeon

Hi, my name is Carlly Simeon (yes - identical to the singer Carly Simon, and no - I don’t think the song is

about me but, this bio prompt is Lol!) I graduated from SUNY Old Westbury with a bachelor’s in Criminol-

ogy/Sociology. I’ve worked and continue to work with students academically, socially, and emotionally pro-

viding a safe outreach for youth to develop and prosper as young adults. As the latest edition to the Brooklyn
College TRIO program one of my goals is to make sure all of my students
have a smooth transition into their next stage of life; hopeful all of my stu-
dents can become mini college experts. As a proud Brooklynite I’ve always
wanted to come back to my community and mentor young adults as they ma-
ture and become great adults. In my spare time I like watching Netflix,

butchering my favorite songs during karaoke, and hanging out with family
and friends.

Mr. A. Ybarra

Greetings! Well let’s see. What can I tell you? I’'m from the great state of
Texas. While living there I attended and graduated from The University of Texas at El Paso. Go Miners!!!! 1
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and years later I earned another Bachelor’s in History. Because
history is cool! I am currently attending Hunter College and aim to earn my Mater’s degree in Adolescent
Education. To me, promoting higher education within the underrepresented communities of our great country
is a privilege I take great pride in doing. I feel that for human beings, education is the great equalizer. I am
honored to serve as your Assistant Director at Brooklyn College Talent Search and look forward to seeing you
reach for and attain your college goals.

Ms. J. Webster

Educational Talent Search at Brooklyn College is blessed to have within their staff Ms. Webster. She comes to
us by way of Guyana where she learned at an early age that education is a privilege worth investing in. She
has served Brooklyn College Educational Talent Search members for eight years now.

Aside from her wit and clever sense of humor she brings to the table a level of professionalism rarely seen to-
day. Should you need college counseling or academic guidance I would strongly urge that you knock on her
door. Which is always open to students and colleagues alike.




